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[1] 

Section – A 
Q.1) a) Guiding Principles in Anthropology. 
 
Anthropology is the scientific and holistic study of humans across time and space, encompassing all aspects of human 
existence-biological, cultural, historical, and linguistic. The guiding principles are as follows: 
 
Holism 
Anthropology is fundamentally holistic, aiming to understand humans in totality. This means integrating knowledge 
from the four main subfields-physical/biological anthropology, socio-cultural anthropology, archaeological 
anthropology, and linguistic anthropology. The holistic approach ensures that anthropologists study human beings 
from multiple perspectives, including biology, culture, history, and environment, and analyze the interconnections 
among these aspects. 
 
Comparative Analysis: 
Anthropology employs a comparative method to study similarities and differences among human groups. By 
comparing various cultures, societies, and biological traits, anthropologists seek to understand both the diversity and 
universality of human experience. Eg, various ethnographies written by scholars like B.Malinowski, R. Brown. 
 
Cultural Relativism 
A core principle is to interpret and understand beliefs, practices, and social structures within their own cultural 
contexts, rather than judging them by the standards of another culture. This guards against ethnocentrism and 
promotes objective and empathetic analysis. Franz Boas was the founding father of the concept of Cultural Relativism 
in Anthropology. 
 
Scientific and Empirical Orientation 
Anthropology relies on empirical evidence, scientific methods, and systematic observation. For example, physical 
anthropology uses principles from biology, anatomy, genetics, and paleontology to study human evolution and 
diversity. 
 
b) Digital Anthropology. 
 
Digital anthropology is an interdisciplinary field that examines the interplay between digital technologies and human 
cultures, behaviors, and social structures. It investigates how digital environments influence human practices and 
how humans, in turn, shape these technologies. By integrating ethnographic methods with digital contexts, digital 
anthropology provides critical insights into the evolving relationship between technology and society. The key 
components of digital anthropology are: 
 
Adaption of traditional ethnographies to the digital mileu: 
Digital anthropology adapts traditional ethnographic methods, such as participant observation and interviews, to 
study online environments. Researchers engage in "virtual ethnography" or "netnography" to immerse themselves in 
digital communities, analyzing interactions on platforms like X, Reddit, or gaming worlds. Methods also include digital 
artifact analysis (e.g., memes, posts, or avatars) and data scraping to uncover patterns in online behavior. Ethical 
considerations, such as privacy and consent in digital spaces, are central to these methodologies, ensuring 
responsible research practices. 
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Key Areas of Study 
Digital anthropology encompasses diverse topics reflecting the breadth of digital influence: 

 Online Communities and Identity: It examines how people construct identities through avatars, profiles, or 
hashtags, and how virtual communities (e.g., fandoms, activist groups) foster belonging or conflict. 

 Digital Rituals and Practices: Researchers study online rituals, such as viral challenges, livestreamed events, 
or memorial pages, to understand how digital spaces replicate or transform traditional cultural practices. 

 Digital Labor and Economy: This includes the study of gig work, content creation, and cryptocurrency 
communities, exploring how digital platforms reshape labor, value, and economic systems. 

 Technology and Power: Digital anthropology investigates issues of surveillance, algorithmic bias, and digital 
inequality, analyzing how technology reinforces or challenges power structures. 

 Human-Machine Interaction: With the rise of AI and robotics, the field explores how humans relate to non-
human agents, including ethical questions about automation and agency. 

 
Cultural and Ethical Implications 
Digital anthropology highlights the cultural significance of technology, revealing how it shapes norms, values, and 
social hierarchies. For example, it examines how social media amplifies voices or perpetuates misinformation, 
impacting democratic processes. Ethically, it addresses concerns like data privacy, digital addiction, and the 
exploitation of user-generated content. By studying diverse global contexts, digital anthropology also critiques 
Western-centric narratives about technology, emphasizing how non-Western cultures adopt and adapt digital tools. 
 
Challenges: 
The field faces challenges like keeping pace with rapidly evolving technologies and navigating the ephemerality of 
digital data (e.g., deleted posts or defunct platforms). Ensuring inclusivity in research, particularly for marginalized 
digital communities, is another priority. Looking ahead, digital anthropology is poised to explore emerging frontiers 
like the metaverse, brain-computer interfaces, and AI-driven societies, offering critical perspectives on how these 
innovations redefine humanity. 
Ethnographies done using digital anthropology: 

i) Tom Boellstorff – Coming of Age in Second Life (2008) 
ii) Daniel Miller and Don Slater – The Internet: An Ethnographic Approach (2000) 
iii) Heather Horst and Daniel Miller – Digital Anthropology (2012) 
iv) Gabriella Coleman – Coding Freedom: The Ethics and Aesthetics of Hacking (2013) 

 
c) Features of the Dravidian Kinship System 
 
The Dravidian kinship system, prevalent among Dravidian-speaking communities in South India and parts of Sri 
Lanka, is a distinctive classificatory kinship framework rooted in cultural, social, and linguistic practices. Studied 
extensively by anthropologists like Louis Dumont and Thomas Trautmann, it is characterized by its emphasis on 
cross-cousin marriage, bilateral descent, and a terminological structure that reflects social alliances and reciprocity. 
Preference for Cross-Cousin Marriages 
A hallmark of the Dravidian kinship system is the normative preference for cross-cous Preferences for Cross-Cousin 
Marriage A hallmark of the Dravidian kinship system is the normative preference for cross-cousin marriage, 
particularly bilateral cross-cousin marriage, where individuals marry their mother’s brother’s child or father’s sister’s 
child. This practice is not merely a preference but a cultural ideal, often described as “keeping marriage within the 
family.” Key aspects include: 
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 Alliance Maintenance: Cross-cousin marriage perpetuates alliances between families across generations, 
creating a cycle of reciprocal exchanges. For example, a man marrying his mother’s brother’s daughter 
reinforces ties between his father’s and mother’s families. 

 Types of Cross-Cousin Marriage: The system favors both matrilateral (e.g., marrying mother’s brother’s 
daughter) and patrilateral (e.g., marrying father’s sister’s daughter) cross-cousin marriages, though 
preferences vary by community. Some groups, like the Tamil Kallar, emphasize matrilateral marriages. 

 Cultural Significance: Marriage with a cross-cousin is seen as socially stabilizing, reducing disputes over 
property and inheritance by keeping resources within the family. It also reinforces kinship obligations, as 
spouses are already embedded in the kin network. 

Bilateral Descent and Flexibility 
Unlike unilineal systems (e.g., patrilineal or matrilineal), the Dravidian kinship system is fundamentally 
bilateral, recognizing descent and inheritance through both maternal and paternal lines. This feature 
manifests in several ways: 

 Inheritance and Property: Property is typically inherited by both sons and daughters, though practices vary. 
For example, among some Tamil communities, daughters receive dowry as a form of inheritance, while sons 
inherit land. 

 Kinship Reciprocity: Bilateral descent supports the system’s emphasis on reciprocal marriage alliances, as 
both sides of the family (maternal and paternal) are equally relevant in structuring relationships. 

 Flexibility: The bilateral framework allows for adaptability across Dravidian communities, accommodating 
variations in residence (patrilocal, matrilocal, or neolocal) and inheritance patterns. For instance, the Nayar 
of Kerala historically practiced matrilineal inheritance alongside Dravidian kinship terminology. 
This bilateral structure contrasts with the patrilineal emphasis of many North Indian kinship systems, 
underscoring the Dravidian system’s egalitarian approach to descent. 

Alliance Theory and Social Structure 
Drawing on Louis Dumont’s alliance theory, the Dravidian kinship system is structured around marriage as a 
mechanism for creating and sustaining social alliances. Key points include: 

 Symmetric Exchange: The system operates on a principle of symmetric exchange, where families exchange 
spouses (e.g., a brother and sister from one family marry a sister and brother from another). This creates a 
balanced, reciprocal network of kin. 

 Endogamous Boundaries: While cross-cousin marriage is endogamous within kin groups, Dravidian 
communities often maintain broader endogamous boundaries, such as caste or subcaste, ensuring that 
marriages reinforce social hierarchies. 

 Structural Stability: The repetitive nature of cross-cousin marriages creates a stable social structure, as 
families remain interconnected over generations. This is evident in practices like “sister exchange,” where 
siblings marry into the same family. 
This alliance-focused structure distinguishes the Dravidian system from descent-focused systems, 
emphasizing marriage as a central organizing principle. 

Cultural and Ritual Dimensions 
The Dravidian kinship system is deeply embedded in cultural and ritual practices, which reinforce its norms: 

 Marriage Ceremonies: Weddings often highlight the kin group’s role, with rituals symbolizing the union of 
families. For example, Tamil weddings may include ceremonies where the bride’s maternal uncle plays a 
prominent role, reflecting his dual status as kin and affinal relative. 

 Kinship Obligations: The system imposes mutual obligations, such as gift-giving (e.g., dowry or bridewealth) 
and support during life-cycle events, which strengthen kin ties. 
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 Gender Dynamics: While the system is relatively egalitarian due to bilateral descent, gender roles vary. 
Women often mediate alliances through marriage, but their agency depends on community-specific 
practices, such as dowry negotiations or post-marital residence. 
These cultural practices embed the kinship system in everyday life, making it a lived framework rather than 
an abstract structure. 

Regional and Community Variations 
While the Dravidian kinship system is broadly consistent across South India, it exhibits variations: 

 Tamil Nadu: Among Tamils, cross-cousin marriage is widespread, with a strong preference for matrilateral 
matches in some communities like the Kallar. 

 Kerala: The Nayar historically combined Dravidian terminology with matrilineal descent, though modern 
practices align more closely with bilateral norms. 

 Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh: Telugu and Kannada-speaking groups often practice cross-cousin marriage 
but may incorporate regional customs, such as specific dowry practices. 

 Diaspora: Dravidian communities in Sri Lanka and the global diaspora adapt the system to new contexts, 
sometimes relaxing strict cross-cousin preferences while retaining terminological distinctions. 

 
d) Bio-cultural Approach in Anthropology 
 
Human evolution is both biological and cultural, encompassing two interdependent aspects: biological evolution 
(physical changes) and cultural evolution (learned behaviours, customs, etc). Once some early hominins (like 
Australopithecines) began to develop a reliance on culture for survival, a new dimension was added to their biological 
evolution. Sherwood L. Washburn referred to this as "bio-cultural feedback," where biology influenced culture, and 
culture, in turn, influenced biology. This interplay between biological and cultural factors contributed to the 
distinctiveness of humans compared to other primates. 
 
Biological Evolution in Human Evolution: 

● Erect Posture and Bipedal Locomotion: One of the most distinguishing features of humans is their upright 
posture and the habit of walking on two legs, known as bipedal locomotion. This adaptation brought 
significant changes to human anatomy: 

○ Skull Adaptation: The foramen magnum, the hole at the base of the skull, shifted forward to better 
balance the head directly over the spine. 

○ Vertebral Column Changes: 
■ The lower vertebrae are enlarged to absorb the forces of compression caused by upright 

posture. 
■ The spines protruding from each vertebra remained relatively constant in size, resulting in 

less weight-bearing stress along the spine. 
■ The sacrum (lower back) increased in size and number to handle weight transfer from the 

pelvis and legs. 
■ The spine developed a distinctive backward curve in the lumbar region, providing stability and 

a solid platform for weight transfer, giving humans their S-shaped spinal column. 
○ Pelvic Adaptations: The pelvis became basin-shaped to support vertical weight transfer. 

■ The ischium (pelvic bone) is flattened, allowing humans to sit comfortably. 
○ Foot Modifications: Human feet evolved into platforms capable of supporting the entire body weight, 

whereas the feet of other primates are adapted for grasping. 
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● Remodelling of Face and Teeth: The evolution of human faces and teeth was driven by the need to 
accommodate a growing brain and pass through the birth canal during delivery: 

○ Brain Size Increase: As the human brain expanded, the pressure for cranial accommodation during 
birth increased, leading to evolutionary adaptations in the face and teeth. 

○ Facial Modifications: 
■ The brow ridge diminished, and the forehead became more vertical. 
■ The chin became more prominent, and the face became flatter with a protruding nose. 
■ The foramen magnum moved to the centre of the skull, allowing the head to balance more 

efficiently on the vertebral column. 
■ The nasal cavity and palate shortened and arched, while the tongue became thicker and 

shorter. 
● Expansion and Development of the Brain: Over time, the human brain increased in size, especially the 

cerebral cortex, leading to enhanced cognitive abilities: 
○ The size of the brain grew proportionally with the body, but the increase in the number and types of 

brain cell connections was key to the development of advanced mental functions such as thinking and 
language. 

○ The expansion of the cerebral cortex, particularly the outer surface, was crucial in the development 
of functions such as reasoning and language use, marking a significant evolutionary milestone. 
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Culture and Hominization Process: Cultural evolution, which involves the development of customs and language, 
plays a vital role in human evolution. This process spans generations, allowing knowledge and behaviours to be passed 
on, significantly impacting both the biological and cultural development of humans. 

● Food Gathering and Brain Evolution: Early humans engaged in food-gathering activities, which led to the 
expansion of the frontal lobe of the brain. This brain region is associated with higher cognitive functions such 
as problem-solving and planning, critical for survival. 

● Hunting and Cognitive Changes: The transition to hunting introduced new challenges and strategies, which 
impacted brain activity. As humans began hunting, it required planning, coordination, and social cooperation, 
further enhancing cognitive abilities. 

● Tool Making and Technological Advancements: Cultural evolution drove the development of tools, which, in 
turn, advanced human physical traits and cognitive abilities. Tools became central to human survival, leading 
to planning and cooperation within groups. The evolution of the human hand facilitated the creation and use 
of tools, which required advanced dexterity and manipulation. 

○ The brain regions necessary for tool-making, such as motor control and cognitive functions, evolved 
to enable efficient tool use. 

○ The evolution of the hand allowed for both powerful grips and delicate manipulations, essential for 
various tasks. 

● Language and Speech Evolution: Language evolution, crucial for social interaction and survival, involves the 
development of speech centres in the brain. The areas associated with language—Broca’s area, Wernicke’s 
area, and the Angular Gyrus—evolved significantly in humans. 

○ The speech provided an adaptive advantage, as it enhanced social communication, cooperation, and 
planning. Selective pressures likely favoured those with better linguistic abilities, reinforcing these 
traits over generations. 

 
Conclusion: Human evolution is inherently bio-cultural, with biology and culture constantly interacting and 
influencing each other. Biological factors, such as bipedalism and brain development, provided the foundation for 
cultural advances like tool-making, language, and social cooperation. Cultural practices, in turn, shaped the 
development of human traits, including brain size and cognitive abilities. This bio-cultural feedback loop is a critical 
feature of the unique evolution of humans. 
 
e) Total Institutions 
 
Erving Goffman’s concept of total institutions was introduced in his work “Asylums: Essays on the Social Situation of 
Mental Patients and Other Inmates (1961)”. A total institution is a place of residence and work where a large number 
of individuals are cut off from the wider society for an extended period, and lead an enclosed, formally administered 
life. 
Characteristics of Total Institutions (According to Goffman) 

1. Isolation from Society: The institution separates its members from the outside world, creating a controlled 
environment where the usual social roles and norms do not apply. 

2. Control Over Daily Life: Total institutions exercise extensive control over all aspects of the residents' lives. 
This includes where they live when they eat, what they wear, and even how they interact with others. 

3. Unified Social Environment: Individuals in a total institution share a uniform environment that shapes their 
experiences. They often live, work, and eat together, which leads to a certain homogenization of behaviour 
and thought. 
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4. Stripped of Identity: One of the key processes in total institutions is the degradation ceremony, where 
individuals are stripped of their previous identities. This can involve removing personal possessions, changing 
names, and standardizing appearances (e.g., uniforms). 

5. Re-socialization: The primary function of a total institution is to re-socialize individuals, often for purposes 
of rehabilitation, punishment, or institutional maintenance. The process involves reshaping individuals' 
beliefs, behaviours, and attitudes to fit the norms of the institution. 

6. Asymmetrical Power Relations: Total institutions are often characterized by strict hierarchies, where 
authority figures (such as wardens, doctors, or guards) exercise significant control over the residents or 
inmates. 

Types of Total Institutions: Goffman identified several types of total institutions, including: 
● Prisons: Where individuals are incarcerated and subjected to strict surveillance and control. 
● Mental Hospitals: Where psychiatric patients are isolated from society and undergo treatment. 
● Military Barracks: Where soldiers are subject to a highly regimented and hierarchical structure. 
● Religious Cults: Where members are isolated from society and immersed in the belief system of the group. 
● Residential Schools for Orphans: Where young people are removed from their families and society for a 

period of reformation. 
Relevance of Goffman’s Concept of Total Institutions Today 

1. Prison Systems: Modern prison systems continue to operate as total institutions. Issues like overcrowding, 
harsh living conditions, etc, often reinforce the isolated and controlled environments Goffman described. The 
concept helps us understand the dehumanizing aspects of imprisonment. 

2. Psychiatric and Mental Health Care:  Goffman’s work on "asylums" continues to inform critiques of mental 
health institutions and calls for reform toward more community-based, patient-centred care. 

3. Military Institutions: The strict regimentation of daily life, the enforced conformity, and the stripping away 
of civilian identity (e.g., through uniforms and strict codes of conduct) align with Goffman’s description of 
total institutions. 

4. Nursing Homes and Assisted Living: Many long-term care facilities for the elderly can function as total 
institutions, where residents face strict routines, limited personal freedom, and a sense of separation from 
the outside world. 

5. Corporate and Educational Environments: Some modern work environments and educational institutions 
exhibit characteristics of total institutions. For instance, in highly structured corporate environments, 
employees might experience a loss of individuality due to uniform policies, surveillance, etc. 

6. Technology and Surveillance: The rise of surveillance technology, including social media, facial recognition, 
and workplace monitoring, can create an environment akin to a "soft" total institution. Individuals in these 
environments may face constant observation, control, and regulation of behaviour, which echoes Goffman’s 
concept. 

 Limitations of Goffman’s Concept  
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Conclusion; Erving Goffman’s concept of total institutions offers a valuable framework for understanding how 
institutions can strip individuals of their autonomy, control their daily lives, and transform their identities. 
 
Q.2) a) Anthropology is the systematic, objective, and holistic study of humankind in all times and places. Elaborate 
the argument. 
 
The statement “Anthropology is the systematic, objective, and holistic study of humankind in all times and places” 
encapsulates the fundamental principles and scope of the field of anthropology. Let’s break down each component of 
the argument to elaborate on its significance. 
 
 Anthropology as a Systematic Science 

● Anthropology follows a structured and scientific approach in its study of human life. Through ethnographic 
fieldwork, archaeological excavations, linguistic analysis, and biological studies, anthropologists collect and 
analyze data systematically. 

● Case Study( Malinowski and Participant Observation): Malinowski revolutionized anthropology by 
introducing participant observation as a key method. His study of the Trobriand Islanders (Argonauts of the 
Western Pacific, 1922) explains how systematic fieldwork could provide deep information about kinship, trade, 
and social organization of a community. 

 
Objectivity in Anthropological Research 

● Anthropology strives for objectivity by minimizing researcher bias and employing comparative methods. 
However, achieving absolute objectivity remains a challenge due to cultural relativism and the researcher's 
own bias. 

● Case Study( E.E. Evans-Pritchard’s Study of the Nuer): Evans-Pritchard’s work (The Nuer, 1940) on an African 
pastoral society demonstrated objective ethnographic documentation. His detailed accounts of Nuer kinship, 
politics, and economy helped develop structural-functionalism. 

 
The Holistic Approach in Anthropology 

● Unlike other social sciences, anthropology takes a holistic approach by integrating biological, cultural, 
linguistic, and archaeological perspectives. This comprehensive method provides a deeper understanding of 
human life. 

● Example: Franz Boas and the Four-Field Approach 
 
Anthropology Across Time: Understanding Human Evolution 

● Anthropology studies humankind from prehistoric times to the present, using fossil evidence, genetics, and 
archaeology to trace human evolution. 

● Case Study: The Leakeys’ discovery of Homo habilis fossils in Olduvai Gorge, Tanzania, provided crucial 
evidence of early human ancestors. Their work revolutionized our understanding of human evolution. 

 
 Anthropology Across Places: Cultural Diversity and Globalization 

● Anthropology studies diverse societies across the world, shedding light on cultural variations and 
globalization’s impact on traditional societies. 

● Case Study: Margaret Mead’s study (Coming of Age in Samoa, 1928) challenged Western assumptions about 
gender and adolescence, showing that culture shapes human behaviour. 
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Conclusion: Anthropology provides a systematic, objective, and holistic framework for studying humankind across 
time and space. While objectivity remains a goal, anthropology’s comparative and interdisciplinary approach 
enhances a deeper understanding of human diversity. Its continued relevance in contemporary global issues 
underscores its importance as a discipline.  
 
b) Critically examine the role of Anthropology in contemporary India. 
 
As the scientific study of humanity, anthropology plays a critical role in understanding and addressing contemporary 
India's diverse and complex issues. By focusing on the cultural, biological and social aspects of human life, 
anthropology offers critical insights into the socio-cultural dynamics of Indian society.  
Anthropology and Policy Making in India 

● Anthropology has significantly influenced Indian policymaking, especially regarding tribal and marginalized 
communities. The recommendations of anthropologists were crucial in shaping the Scheduled Tribes' 
constitutional protections and welfare policies like the Tribal sub-plan and the implementation of the Forest 
Rights Act. 

● Case Study:  Verrier Elwin played a key role in advising Jawaharlal Nehru on tribal welfare policies. His works, 

such as “A Philosophy for NEFA (1958)” became an important reference for formulating policies in the 
northeastern states of India. He influenced Nehru’s Panchsheel policy for tribal development. However, critics 
argue that his romanticized view of tribes often overlooked their economic struggles. 

 Tribes and Indigenous Rights: An Anthropological Perspective 
● Anthropologists have documented India's tribal communities, providing insights into their customs, 

languages, and socio-economic challenges. However, anthropology has also been criticized for treating tribes 
as static entities rather than evolving societies. 

● Case Study: Haimendorf conducted extensive fieldwork among the Nagas, Chencus, and other tribal groups. 

In his book “The Struggle for Survival(1982), he emphasised the problems faced by tribes, their exploitation 
and the weakness of government policies toward them. However, debates persist about whether 
anthropologists act as mediators or reinforce state control over tribal affairs. 

Social Inequality and Caste System: 
● The study of caste and social hierarchy has been central to Indian anthropology. M.N. Srinivas’ work 

introduced the concepts of “Sanskritization” and “Dominant Caste,” explaining how lower castes adopted 
upper-caste rituals to gain social mobility. However, contemporary scholars critique these theories for 
oversimplifying caste dynamics. 

● Case Study: Srinivas' research in Rampura village highlighted how certain castes maintained dominance 
through land ownership and political power. However, scholars like Dipankar Gupta argue that caste mobility 
is more complex and often constrained by economic factors. 

Urbanisation and Changing Social Dynamics 
● With rapid urbanization, anthropologists have shifted focus from rural communities to cities. Issues such as 

migration, informal economies, and slum development are now key research areas. As Jan Breman rightly 
said, "Urban anthropology is crucial in understanding how migration reshapes both villages and cities."  

 Applied Anthropology: Health, Education, and Development 
● Anthropologists contribute to sectors like health and education by incorporating local knowledge into policy 

frameworks. Medical anthropology has helped address public health crises by understanding cultural 
perceptions of disease and treatment. For example, the success of vaccination campaigns in India can be 
partly attributed to the anthropological understanding of local beliefs and practices. 
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● Case Study: Cecilia Van Hollen’s research on childbirth practices in Tamil Nadu explores how globalization 
affects maternal health choices. She critiques Western medical interventions that ignore traditional birthing 
knowledge. 

Ethical Challenges and  the Future of Anthropology in India 
● Despite its contributions, anthropology faces ethical dilemmas regarding representation, consent, and power 

dynamics. Historically, colonial anthropology was used to classify and control populations. Even today, 
concerns exist about whether research benefits the studied communities. 

● Example: H.H. Risley used race-based theories to justify social hierarchies, a practice modern anthropologists 
must actively challenge. 

 
Conclusion: Anthropology continues to play a crucial role in understanding and addressing India's social complexities. 
However, its effectiveness depends on ethical engagement, inclusivity, and the active participation of communities 
in research. As Clarke rightly said, because anthropologists take a holistic approach, they tend to look at different 
facets of society that others may miss. 

 
c) Culture is super-organic. Discuss. 
 
The notion that "culture is super organic" suggests that culture possesses qualities akin to a living organism—dynamic, 
adaptive, and evolving in response to its environment. From an anthropological perspective, this metaphor captures 
the fluid, interconnected, and emergent nature of culture, emphasizing its capacity to grow, transform, and 
reproduce through human interactions. Below, I discuss this idea by exploring the organic features of culture, 
drawing on anthropological theories and examples, including insights from digital anthropology to connect with the 
user’s prior queries on the topic. 
 
1. Culture as Dynamic and Adaptive 
Like a living organism, culture is not static but constantly evolves in response to internal and external stimuli. 
Anthropologists like Clifford Geertz view culture as a "web of significance" spun by humans, which adapts to changing 
social, economic, and environmental conditions. This adaptability is evident in how communities integrate new 
technologies or practices while retaining core values. 

 Example: The Dravidian kinship system, discussed previously, illustrates this adaptability. While rooted in 
cross-cousin marriage and bilateral descent, it has evolved in diaspora communities (e.g., Tamils in Canada) 
to accommodate modern preferences, such as love marriages, while retaining terminological distinctions like 
māmā for maternal uncle. 

 Digital Anthropology Insight: In digital spaces, culture adapts rapidly. Gabriella Coleman’s ethnography of 
hacker communities (Coding Freedom) shows how hackers developed a shared culture of open-source 
collaboration, adapting to technological advancements and corporate pressures while maintaining an ethos 
of autonomy. This mirrors an organism’s response to environmental shifts. 

The organic nature of culture lies in its ability to mutate and thrive in new contexts, much like a species adapting to 
ecological niches. 
 
2. Interconnectedness and Holism 
An organism’s parts—cells, organs, systems—work interdependently to sustain life, and culture similarly operates as 
an interconnected whole. Anthropologist Bronisław Malinowski emphasized culture’s functional integration, where 
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beliefs, practices, and institutions (e.g., kinship, religion, economy) interrelate to meet human needs. This holism 
makes culture resilient, as changes in one domain ripple across others. 

 Example: In South Indian Dravidian communities, kinship practices (e.g., cross-cousin marriage) are 
intertwined with rituals, economic exchanges (dowry), and social hierarchies (caste). A shift, like declining 
dowry practices due to urbanization, affects marriage patterns and family dynamics, reflecting culture’s 
interconnected web. 

 Digital Anthropology Insight: Tom Boellstorff’s ethnography of Second Life reveals how virtual culture 
integrates social norms, economic systems (virtual currency), and identity performance (avatars). These 
elements cohere to create a vibrant digital society, akin to an organism’s interdependent systems. 

This interconnectedness allows culture to maintain coherence while adapting, much like an organism balancing 
homeostasis and change. 
 
3. Reproduction and Transmission 
Culture, like an organism, reproduces itself through transmission across generations and communities. 
Anthropologist Edward Tylor described culture as a learned complex of knowledge and behavior, passed through 
socialization, storytelling, and education. This reproductive quality ensures continuity while allowing for variation, 
akin to genetic inheritance with mutations. 

 Example: Oral traditions among Dravidian communities, such as Tamil folk songs, transmit cultural values 
about family and marriage. These songs evolve with modern influences (e.g., incorporating film music styles) 
but retain themes of kinship loyalty, showing cultural reproduction with innovation. 

 Digital Anthropology Insight: Heather Horst’s work on mobile phone use in Jamaica (Digital Anthropology) 
shows how cultural practices of “link-up” networks are reproduced in digital communication. Younger 
generations learn to maintain extensive social ties via texting, adapting oral traditions to digital platforms. 

This reproductive capacity highlights culture’s organic ability to persist and diversify through human agency. 
 
4. Emergence and Creativity 
Culture is emergent, arising from the collective actions of individuals yet producing patterns greater than the sum of 
its parts, much like an organism’s behavior emerges from cellular interactions. Anthropologist Victor Turner’s concept 
of “communitas” underscores how cultural creativity emerges in liminal spaces, fostering new symbols and practices. 

 Example: Festival celebrations in South India, like Pongal, emerge from collective participation, blending 
ancient agricultural rituals with modern elements (e.g., televised dance competitions). These events generate 
shared meanings that evolve organically with community input. 

 Digital Anthropology Insight: T.L. Taylor’s ethnography of EverQuest illustrates how player-driven culture 
emerges in online games. Guilds create norms, slang, and rituals (e.g., raid strategies) through spontaneous 
collaboration, reflecting culture’s creative, bottom-up growth in digital spaces. 

This emergent quality underscores culture’s organic capacity to generate novelty through interaction. 
 
5. Vulnerability and Resilience 
Like an organism, culture is both resilient and vulnerable to disruption. It can withstand challenges (e.g., colonization, 
globalization) by adapting, yet it risks erosion under intense pressure. Anthropologist Arjun Appadurai’s work on 
global cultural flows highlights how local cultures negotiate global influences, blending resilience with 
transformation. 
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 Example: Dravidian kinship practices have persisted despite colonial laws and modern individualism, but 
globalization has reduced strict cross-cousin marriage in urban areas, showing vulnerability to external 
forces. 

 Digital Anthropology Insight: Safiya Noble’s Algorithms of Oppression reveals how digital culture can be 
vulnerable to algorithmic biases that marginalize communities (e.g., biased search results for Black women). 
Yet, online activism counters this by creating resilient counter-narratives, such as hashtag movements on 
platforms like X. 

This duality reflects culture’s organic ability to endure while facing threats, akin to an organism’s survival strategies. 
 
6. Critique of the Organic Metaphor 
While the organic metaphor illuminates culture’s dynamism, it has limitations. Unlike organisms, culture lacks a fixed 
lifecycle or biological imperatives; it is shaped by human agency and power dynamics. Anthropologist Pierre 
Bourdieu’s concept of “habitus” reminds us that culture is also a site of struggle, reproducing inequalities (e.g., caste 
in Dravidian systems) alongside creativity. Additionally, digital cultures, as seen in Coleman’s hacker ethnography, 
often transcend physical boundaries, challenging the metaphor’s rootedness in biological locality. 
 
Conclusion 
The idea that “culture is super organic” captures its dynamic, adaptive, and emergent qualities, as it evolves through 
human interactions, much like a living organism. Its interconnectedness, reproductive capacity, and resilience mirror 
biological systems, as seen in both traditional practices (e.g., Dravidian kinship) and digital contexts (e.g., virtual 
communities in Second Life or hacker subcultures). However, culture’s dependence on human agency and its 
susceptibility to power dynamics distinguish it from purely biological entities. From an anthropological perspective, 
the organic metaphor vividly illustrates culture’s vitality, particularly in digital anthropology’s study of online worlds, 
but it must be tempered with recognition of culture’s social and political dimensions. This perspective affirms 
culture’s living, breathing nature while acknowledging its uniquely human complexity. 
 
Q.3) a) Describe the major branches of linguistic Anthropology and discuss language use in social and cultural 
settings. 
 
Linguistic anthropology is a subfield of anthropology that examines the role of language in shaping human social life, 
cultural practices, and cognition. It explores how language is used to construct identities, maintain social 
relationships, and transmit cultural knowledge, while also investigating the interplay between language and power, 
context, and change. 
Branches of Linguistic Anthropology: 
Descriptive Linguistics 

 Focus: Studies language structures (phonology, morphology, syntax, semantics) and documents endangered 
or lesser-known languages to preserve them. 

 Methods: Fieldwork, recording speakers, transcribing oral traditions, creating grammars/dictionaries. 
 Example: Documenting Tamil’s kinship terms (e.g., māmā for maternal uncle/father-in-law) reveals Dravidian 

cultural practices, as discussed previously. 
 Significance: Preserves linguistic diversity and shows how language reflects cultural priorities. 

Sociolinguistics and Language in Social Context  
 Focus: Examines language variation (dialects, registers, code-switching) across social groups and contexts, 

emphasizing power and identity. 
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 Methods: Ethnographic observation, discourse analysis of speech in conversations or media. 
 Example: Tamil speakers’ use of formal vs. colloquial registers reflects caste and age hierarchies, tying to the 

organic adaptability of culture. 
 Significance: Reveals how language reinforces or challenges social structures. 

Historical Linguistics and Language Change  
 Focus: Investigates language evolution, tracing changes in vocabulary, grammar, and phonetics alongside 

cultural shifts. 
 Methods: Comparative analysis, reconstruction of proto-languages using texts or oral traditions. 
 Example: Dravidian languages (Tamil, Telugu) share kinship terms, reflecting historical cultural continuity 

despite modern loanwords. 
 Significance: Connects linguistic change to cultural and social histories. 

Language Use in Social and Cultural Settings: 
Language is a central medium through which humans construct, negotiate, and express social and cultural realities. 
In social and cultural settings, language serves multiple functions—communicative, performative, and symbolic—
shaping identities, relationships, and power dynamics. Below, I discuss key aspects of language use, integrating 
examples from traditional and digital contexts, with references to your prior queries. 
1. Constructing Identity and Belonging 
Language is a primary tool for expressing individual and group identities, marking boundaries of ethnicity, gender, 
class, or community. Dialects, accents, and specialized vocabularies signal membership in social groups, while code-
switching navigates multiple identities. 

 Example (Traditional): In Dravidian communities, the use of kinship terms like maccāṉ (cross-
cousin/potential spouse) in Tamil reinforces cultural identities tied to marriage alliances. These terms signal 
belonging to a kin network and encode marriageability rules. 

 Example (Digital): In Gabriella Coleman’s ethnography of hacker communities (Coding Freedom), hackers use 
jargon like “FOSS” (Free and Open-Source Software) and playful pseudonyms to construct a shared 
subcultural identity, distinguishing themselves from corporate tech cultures. 

 Analysis: Language creates “imagined communities” (Benedict Anderson), where shared linguistic practices 
foster solidarity. In digital spaces, emojis or memes (e.g., on X) serve as identity markers, akin to traditional 
dialects, highlighting the organic adaptability of cultural expression. 

2. Mediating Social Relationships 
Language structures social interactions, from everyday conversations to formal rituals, by encoding norms of 
politeness, hierarchy, and reciprocity. Speech acts, such as greetings or apologies, reinforce social bonds and cultural 
expectations. 

 Example (Traditional): In Tamil weddings, ritual speech by elders (e.g., invoking blessings) reinforces kinship 
ties and the reciprocal alliances central to the Dravidian system. The use of honorifics when addressing senior 
kin reflects cultural values of respect. 

 Example (Digital): In T.L. Taylor’s EverQuest ethnography, players use in-game chat to negotiate guild roles, 
employing polite or authoritative tones to maintain group cohesion, mirroring offline social hierarchies. 

 Analysis: Language acts as a social glue, maintaining relationships through performative speech. In digital 
settings, asynchronous communication (e.g., forum posts) extends these dynamics, showing how language 
adapts to new interactional contexts. 

3. Reinforcing and Contesting Power 
Language reflects and reproduces power dynamics, such as those tied to gender, caste, or colonialism, but also serves 
as a tool for resistance. Linguistic choices (e.g., formal vs. informal speech) can uphold or challenge social hierarchies. 
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 Example (Traditional): In South India, the use of Sanskritized Tamil in religious contexts elevates Brahmin 
authority, while colloquial Tamil in folk settings empowers non-elite voices, reflecting caste dynamics within 
Dravidian communities. 

 Example (Digital): Safiya Noble’s Algorithms of Oppression shows how search engine language (e.g., biased 
autocomplete suggestions) marginalizes communities, such as Black women, but online activism (e.g., 
counter-narratives on X) uses language to contest these biases. 

 Analysis: Language is a site of power and resistance, as Pierre Bourdieu’s concept of “symbolic capital” 
suggests. Digital platforms amplify this, enabling rapid mobilization through language, as seen in hashtag 
campaigns, which align with the organic, emergent quality of culture. 

4. Transmitting Cultural Knowledge 
Language is a vehicle for cultural reproduction, transmitting values, histories, and practices through narratives, 
songs, and rituals. It shapes collective memory and cultural continuity, even as it evolves. 

 Example (Traditional): Tamil folk songs in Dravidian communities narrate stories of kinship and marriage, 
reinforcing the cultural ideal of cross-cousin marriage. These songs evolve with modern influences (e.g., film 
music), showing linguistic adaptability. 

 Example (Digital): Heather Horst’s study of Jamaican mobile phone use shows how texting reproduces “link-
up” networks, transmitting cultural practices of social connectivity to younger generations via digital 
language. 

 Analysis: Language ensures cultural continuity while allowing innovation, mirroring the reproductive quality 
of culture as an organic system. Digital tools accelerate this transmission, creating new genres like viral 
memes that encode cultural knowledge. 

5. Shaping Cultural Worldviews 
Language influences how people perceive and categorize the world, as explored in cognitive anthropology. Linguistic 
categories (e.g., kinship terms, metaphors) reflect cultural priorities and shape thought. 

 Example (Traditional): The Dravidian kinship term māmā (maternal uncle/father-in-law) reflects a worldview 
where marriage and kinship are intertwined, shaping how Tamil speakers conceptualize family roles. 

 Example (Digital): In Second Life, Boellstorff notes how virtual language (e.g., terms for avatars or in-world 
currency) creates a cultural worldview where digital and physical realities blur, influencing users’ perceptions 
of identity. 

 Analysis: Linguistic relativity suggests that language shapes cognition, and cultural worldviews emerge from 
these linguistic structures. Digital language introduces new conceptual categories, showing culture’s organic 
evolution in virtual spaces. 

 
Conclusion 
Linguistic anthropology, through its branches—descriptive linguistics, sociolinguistics, ethnography of 
communication, historical linguistics, cognitive anthropology, and digital linguistic anthropology—offers a 
comprehensive framework for understanding language’s role in human societies. Language use in social and cultural 
settings constructs identities, mediates relationships, negotiates power, transmits knowledge, and shapes 
worldviews, as seen in both traditional Dravidian communities and digital contexts like hacker subcultures or virtual 
worlds. These processes reflect the organic nature of culture, as language adapts, reproduces, and emerges through 
human interaction, aligning with your earlier discussion of culture’s dynamism. 
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b) Examine critically the concept of social stratification as a basis for sustaining social inequality. 
 
Social stratification refers to the hierarchical arrangement of individuals in society based on various factors such as 
class, caste, race, gender, and economic status. While stratification provides structure and organization, it also plays 
a crucial role in perpetuating social inequality. As Pierre Bourdieu rightly said, "The function of stratification is not 
necessarily to benefit all members of a society but to ensure that those in power maintain their dominance."  
 Understanding Social Stratification 
 
  Basis of Stratification: Anthropologists define social stratification as a system of structured inequality where 
resources, power, and prestige are distributed unequally among individuals and groups. It typically occurs in four 
main forms: 

● Class Stratification:  Economic divisions based on wealth, income, and occupation (e.g., Karl Marx’s 
bourgeoisie vs. proletariat). 

● Caste System: A rigid, hereditary system where mobility is restricted (e.g., India’s caste hierarchy). 
● Racial and Ethnic Stratification – Social hierarchy based on race or ethnicity, often leading to systemic 

discrimination (e.g., Apartheid in South Africa). 
● Estate: Associated with medieval European Feudal society. There were three estates- clergy, nobility and 

others–Whose set of relationships revolved around the three concepts of land. The system does not exist 
today.  

 
Theoretical Perspectives on Social Stratification and Inequality 
(i). Functionalist Perspective(Stratification as Necessary): Émile Durkheim and Talcott Parsons argued that 
stratification serves a necessary function in society by ensuring stability and efficiency: 

● Society rewards individuals based on their talents and efforts (e.g., higher wages for doctors due to specialized 
skills). 

● Hierarchies create motivation for individuals to strive for better positions. 
Criticism:  

● This perspective overlooks structural inequalities, ignoring how factors like race, gender, and inherited wealth 
limit opportunities. 

 
(ii) Conflict Theory (Stratification as a Tool of Oppression): Karl Marx argued that stratification benefits the ruling 
class while oppressing the working class. According to Marxist theory: 

● The bourgeoisie (capitalists) control the means of production and exploit the proletariat (workers) for profit. 
● The ruling class uses ideology (e.g., religion, media) to maintain their dominance and prevent rebellion. 
● Max Weber expanded on Marx’s ideas, introducing status and power as additional sources of stratification, 

arguing that prestige (e.g., celebrity influence) and political power (e.g., government elites) contribute to 
social inequality. 

 
(iii) Feminist Perspective(Gender and Social Stratification): Feminists argue that gender stratification sustains 
inequality by systematically marginalizing women: 

● Patriarchy controls economic and political systems, limiting women's access to power. 
● Intersectionality highlights how race, gender, and class overlap to create unique forms of oppression. For 

example, The gender wage gap persists worldwide, with women earning less than men for the same work. 
 

https://academy.forumias.com/
mailto:admissions@forumias.academy
mailto:helpdesk@forumias.academy


 

ATS 2026 | Anthropology Optional | Test Code: 931201 
Sectional Test #1 - Solutions 

Forum Learning Centre: Delhi - Plot No. 36, 4th Floor (Above Kalyan Jewellers), Pusa Road, Karol Bagh, New Delhi - 110005   | Patna - 2nd floor, AG Palace, E Boring 

Canal Road, Patna, Bihar 800001   | Hyderabad - 1st & 2nd Floor, SM Plaza, RTC X Rd, Indira Park Road, Jawahar Nagar, Hyderabad, Telangana 500020 

9311740400, 9311740900 | https://academy.forumias.com | admissions@forumias.academy | helpdesk@forumias.academy 
 

[16] 

How Social Stratification Sustains Inequality 
● The Caste System in India: Despite legal protections, Dalits face discrimination in employment, education, 

and social mobility. Social capital and inherited privilege allow upper castes to dominate economic and 
political spheres 

● Racial Stratification in the U.S.A: Redlining policies historically prevented Black families from owning homes, 
creating a racial wealth gap that persists today. 

● World Systems Theory argues that wealthy nations (the "core") exploit poorer nations (the "periphery") 
through unequal trade and labour practices. 

● The Global South remains economically disadvantaged due to historical colonial exploitation and modern 
neocolonialism. 

● The concept of cultural hegemony explains how dominant classes control media narratives to maintain power 
(e.g., depicting wealth as merit-based rather than structurally inherited). 

 
Can Social Stratification Be Reformed? 
(a) Policy Interventions 

● Progressive taxation and wealth redistribution (e.g., universal basic income) can reduce inequality. 
● Affirmative action policies help marginalized groups access education and employment opportunities. 

(b) Social Movements and Change 
● Civil rights movements (e.g., Black Lives Matter, #MeToo) challenge institutionalized discrimination. 
● Grassroots activism empowers marginalized communities to resist systemic oppression. 
● Decolonization of knowledge systems to challenge Eurocentric dominance in education and media. 

 
 Conclusion: Social stratification plays a dual role in society—it provides structure but also sustains deep-rooted 
inequalities. While functionalists argue that stratification maintains order, conflict theorists highlight how it 
preserves privilege and limits opportunities for marginalized groups. As  Ralph Nader rightly said, "A society that has 
more justice is a society that needs less charity." 
 
c) Critically examine Arjun Appadurai’s conceptualization of the global cultural economy. 
 
Arjun Appadurai introduced a groundbreaking framework for understanding the global cultural economy. In his work 
Modernity at Large: Cultural Dimensions of Globalization (1996), he proposed a model based on five interrelated 
"scapes"—ethnoscapes, mediascapes, technoscapes, financescapes, and ideoscapes. These scapes illustrate the complex, 
non-linear, and fluid nature of globalization. This framework challenges earlier rigid economic models and highlights 
the cultural dynamics that shape globalization. 
 
Understanding the Five Scapes of Globalization 
Appadurai argues that globalization does not follow a uniform path. Instead, it is shaped by different flows of people, 
media, technology, capital, and ideas. He states, "The new global cultural economy has to be seen as a complex, 
overlapping, disjunctive order" (Appadurai, 1996). These five scapes allow us to analyze how globalisation influences 
cultural identities. 
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(a) Ethnoscapes: Migration and Transnationalism 

● Ethnoscapes refer to the shifting landscape of people, including migrants and refugees. In today’s 
interconnected world, migration has created hybrid identities and diasporic communities. Case studies of 
South Asian diasporas, emphasize how migration reshapes cultural identities beyond national boundaries. 

 
(b) Mediascapes: The Power of Global Media 

● Mediascapes involve the distribution of media and images across the world. The dominance of Western media 
and its impact on local cultures is a major concern. However, Appadurai argues that local audiences interpret 
global media in unique ways. For example, media scholar Néstor García Canclini examined how Latin 
American societies incorporate globalized media into local traditions, creating hybrid cultural forms. 

 
(c) Technoscapes: Technology and Global Connectivity 

● The rapid spread of technology has led to increased connectivity and digital participation. The rise of social 
media platforms has enabled new forms of cultural exchange. Scholars such as Manuel Castells in “The Rise 
of the Network Society” highlight how technology-driven globalization creates power imbalances. 

 
(d) Financescapes: Economic Globalization and Inequality 

● Financial flows transcend national borders, leading to economic growth and disparities. The outsourcing of 
labour to developing countries exemplifies the uneven distribution of economic benefits. For example,  
financial globalization restructures urban economies and creates new labour hierarchies. 

 
(e) Ideoscapes: The Circulation of Political and Cultural Ideals 

● Ideoscapes refer to the global spread of ideologies such as democracy, nationalism, and religious movements. 
Appadurai suggests that these ideas are often reinterpreted by local cultures.  

 
Criticism of Appadurai’s Global Cultural Economy: While Appadurai’s framework has been highly influential, it has 
also faced critiques. 

● Overemphasis on Fluidity and Deterritorialization: Scholars argue that Appadurai's focus on fluid cultural 
flows underestimates the enduring power of nation-states. For example, global flows do not always lead to 
cultural hybridization but can also reinforce nationalist sentiments 

●  Neglect of Structural Power and Global Inequalities: Appadurai’s model does not fully address global 
economic hierarchies and capitalist exploitation. Anthropologists like David Harvey (2005), in “A Brief History 
of Neoliberalism”, argue that globalization benefits certain groups while marginalizing others.. 
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●  Limited Attention to Resistance and Agency: Although Appadurai emphasizes cultural flows, his framework 
does not sufficiently address grassroots resistance to globalization. 

 
Case Studies: Applying Appadurai’s Framework 

●  Bollywood and Global Cultural Exchange: Bollywood’s global popularity exemplifies the interplay of 
mediascapes and ideoscapes. The adaptation of Indian films in African and Middle Eastern cultures 
demonstrates how global media flows are localized rather than homogenized. 

●  Digital Activism and Technoscapes: The Arab Spring movements (2010–2012) illustrate how technoscapes 
enable political change. Appadurai’s concept of ideoscapes helps explain how democratic ideals were 
circulated through digital platforms. 

● Financial Globalization and the 2008 Economic Crisis: The 2008 global financial crisis showcased the 
instability of financescapes. The interconnected nature of global financial markets led to widespread 
economic downturns, particularly in developing nations. 

 
Conclusion: Appadurai’s conceptualization of the global cultural economy remains a crucial framework for 
understanding globalization. His model of scapes captures the fluidity and complexity of cultural interactions in a 
globalized world. However, critiques highlight the need to incorporate power dynamics, economic inequalities, and 
resistance into his framework. As Appadurai himself stated, "Globalization is not about homogenization; it is about the 
reproduction of difference in new and dynamic ways."  
 
Q.4) a) Discuss the historical and cultural contexts that led to superseding ethnocentrism with cultural relativism 
in anthropology. 
 
Anthropology has undergone significant theoretical transformations over time, particularly in its approach to 
understanding different cultures. The shift from ethnocentrism to cultural relativism marked a fundamental change 
in how anthropologists interpret human societies. The concepts of cultural relativism originated with the emergence 
of historical particularism led by Franz Boas. The first use of the concept of cultural relativism is believed to have 
been made by Alain Locke in 1924 

 
 
Ethnocentrism in Early Anthropology 

● Defining Ethnocentrism: Ethnocentrism refers to the practice of evaluating other cultures based on the 
standards of one’s own. Anthropologist William Graham Sumner (1906) introduced the term, arguing that 
societies naturally see their customs as superior. 

 
 Early Anthropological Biases 

● Colonial Influence: Early anthropologists, often aligned with European colonial powers, viewed indigenous 
cultures as "primitive" or "undeveloped." 
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● Social Evolutionism: Theories like Lewis Henry Morgan’s (1877) unilinear evolution placed societies on a 
hierarchy from "savagery" to "civilization." 

● Eurocentric Views: Many early anthropologists saw non-Western cultures as needing to "progress" toward 
European ideals. 

 
 Case Study (Edward Tylor’s Evolutionary Perspective): In “Primitive Culture (1871)”, Edward Tylor proposed that 
cultures evolved through stages of development, reinforcing ethnocentric hierarchies. He wrote, "The condition of 
culture among the various societies of mankind…is capable of being arranged in a scale of progression." 
 
The Rise of Cultural Relativism: Challenging Ethnocentric Views 

●  Franz Boas and the Birth of Cultural Relativism: The rejection of ethnocentrism began with Franz Boas, 
who pioneered historical particularism. Boas argued that each culture develops uniquely, shaped by its own 
history and environment. He stated, "Civilization is not something absolute, but…is relative, and our ideas and 
conceptions are true only so far as our civilization goes." 

 
Principles of Cultural Relativism 

● Cultures must be studied on their own terms rather than judged against external standards. 
● No culture is inherently superior to another. 
● Fieldwork and participant observation became essential in understanding cultures from an insider’s 

perspective. 
 
 Case Study: “In Coming of Age in Samoa (1928)”, Margaret Mead applied Boasian cultural relativism to Samoan 
adolescents, challenging Western assumptions about human development. She found that cultural environment, 
rather than biology, shaped social behaviours, contradicting ethnocentric beliefs about human nature. 
Historical and Intellectual Shifts That Led to Cultural Relativism 

●  The Influence of World Wars: The atrocities of World War II, including Nazi racial ideology, highlighted the 
dangers of ethnocentric thinking. Boasian anthropology strongly opposed scientific racism, emphasizing 
cultural differences over racial hierarchies. 

●  Post-Colonial Critiques: As former colonies gained independence, scholars from non-Western backgrounds 

challenged ethnocentric frameworks. Anthropologists like Claude Lévi-Strauss argued that Western biases 
distorted understandings of indigenous cultures. 

● The Influence of Structuralism and Symbolic Anthropology: Clifford Geertz promoted thick description, 
emphasizing that cultures should be analyzed through their symbolic meanings. 

● The Rise of Human Rights and Global Interconnectedness: The development of global human rights 
discourses in the late 20th century further complicated the discussion around cultural relativism. 

 
Conclusion: The transition from ethnocentrism to cultural relativism represents a profound intellectual shift in 
anthropology. Boas, Mead, Lévi-Strauss, and Geertz laid the foundation for a more inclusive and respectful 
understanding of human cultures. However, as anthropologist Clifford Geertz warned, "Cultural relativism should not 
become cultural blindness." While respecting cultural diversity, anthropologists must also engage critically with moral 
dilemmas, power structures, and global inequalities. 
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b) Discuss the role of marriage regulations in traditional societies in India for strengthening social solidarity. 
 
Marriage regulations refer to the norms that direct marriage's nature, structure and functions in a society. As 
anthropologist Edmund Leach noted, “Marriage is not only about procreation but about the establishment of social 
relations.” 
 
Types of marriage regulations 
As per Needham (1962), marriage regulations can be classified as - 

● Proscriptive norms: These norms forbid marriage between specific social relations (e.g: Father-daughter 
incest is tabooed in all societies) 

● Prescriptive norms: These norms are to be strictly followed in a society, and breaking them entails strong 
sanctions. It includes caste endogamy and gotra exogamy 

● Preferential norms: These norms promote particular kinds of relations for marriage purposes. It includes 
causing marriage, levirate, etc.  

 
Role of marriage regulations in strengthening social solidarity 

● Preservation of social hierarchy: Marriage regulations often dictated endogamy, where individuals were 
encouraged or required to marry within their own social, caste or religious group. For example, the caste 
system in India rigidly regulated marriages to maintain social stratification.  

● Marriage as a Social Institution in Traditional Societies: Marriage is more than a personal bond in traditional 
Indian societies—it is a social institution that defines kinship, descent, etc.  As  Malinowski pointed out in his 
work “The Sexual Life of Savages (1929)”, "Marriage is a cultural mechanism for social continuity and 
reproduction." 

● Exogamy and Clan-Based Alliances: Exogamy, or the rule of marrying outside one’s clan or gotra, is another 
marriage regulation that strengthens broader social solidarity.  As Lévi-Strauss, in “The Elementary Structures 
of Kinship (1949)”, argued that exogamous marriages facilitate the exchange of women between groups, 
thereby fostering social bonds and reciprocity 

● Marriage Rituals and Social Solidarity: Marriage in India is accompanied by elaborate rituals and ceremonies 
that serve to reinforce community participation. Victor Turner emphasized that marriage rites are "rituals of 
passage" that mark significant social transitions and foster community solidarity through collective 
participation. 

● Regulation of Marriage Practices as Social Control: From a structural-functionalist perspective, marriage 
regulations also serve as mechanisms of social control, helping to minimize conflict and maintain social 
harmony. 

● Regulations of sexual behaviour: Marriage provided a sanctioned and culturally acceptable framework for 
sexual relations and reproduction. For example, pre-marital or extra-marital relations were often frowned 
upon in traditional societies. 

 
Case studies 

● In Rajasthan, Oscar Lewis documented how marriage ceremonies brought together members of extended 
families and the larger village community, reinforcing ties through shared rituals, feasts, and festivities. 
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● Mckim Marriott’s study on hypergamy in Caste Ranking and Community Structure in Uttar Pradesh (1955) 
sheds light on how hypergamy contributed to strengthening caste alliances and maintaining the status quo 
in traditional society. 

● In his ethnographic research on the Gonds of Central India, Verrier Elwin observed that the practice of clan 
exogamy helped establish social harmony and avoid intra-clan conflicts. 

● M.N. Srinivas, in his study of the Coorgs of Karnataka (Religion and Society among the Coorgs of South India, 
1952), noted that caste endogamy played a vital role in preserving cultural traditions and social harmony 
within the Coorg community. 

 
By establishing social norms around marriage, traditional Indian societies have sustained social cohesion and 
minimized conflict. As Lévi-Strauss suggested in “The Elementary Structures of Kinship (1949)”, “Marriage is a form of 
exchange that creates bonds and alliances between groups.” 
 
c) Define urbanization and discuss its impact on family in India with examples. 
 
Urbanization is defined as the socio-cultural and economic process through which rural populations migrate to urban 
areas, leading to the growth of cities and the transformation of traditional ways of life. R. Redfield emphasized that 
urbanization is not a sudden transformation but part of a continuum where rural traditions gradually adapt to urban 
lifestyles. 
 
Impact of Urbanization on Family in India 
1. Shift from Joint to Nuclear Families 

● Impact: In urban areas, the cost of living, small housing units, and job-related migration have led to a decline 
in joint family structures. Nuclear families have become prevalent. 

● Example: According to the National Sample Survey Office (NSSO) data, there has been a consistent rise in 
nuclear households in urban India, with over 52% of households in cities categorized as nuclear. 

● Case Study: A study conducted in Mumbai in 2021 found that young couples prefer nuclear living 
arrangements to gain more privacy, independence, and flexibility in managing their lives, though they 
sometimes struggle with the lack of extended family support. 

 
2. Change in Family Roles and Gender Dynamics 

● Impact:  With more women joining the workforce, traditional gender roles within the family have changed. 
Women are now contributing financially, and there is a growing emphasis on gender equality within urban 
households. 

● Example:  According to the Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLFS) 2022, female workforce participation in urban 
areas, has been gradually increasing. 

● Case Study: Leela Dube, who studied gender and kinship in India, observed that urbanization has empowered 
women but also led to increased instances of domestic conflicts due to changing gender expectations. 

 
3. Increased Individualism and Reduced Family Interdependence 

● Impact: Urban living promotes individualism due to greater economic independence and lifestyle choices. 
This has reduced the traditional interdependence seen in rural family setups. 
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● Example: The younger generation in cities like Delhi, Pune, and Hyderabad is increasingly choosing 
independent living, leading to more emphasis on personal career growth and lifestyle preferences. 

● Case Study: A 2022 survey by a Delhi-based think tank revealed that nearly 60% of young professionals in 
urban areas prioritize personal goals, over familial obligations, contrasting with rural counterparts. 

 
4. Impact on Elderly Care and Family Support 

● Impact: The breakdown of joint families has led to concerns about elderly care. In nuclear families, elderly 
parents often face loneliness and neglect due to the absence of younger generations at home. 

● Example: The Longitudinal Ageing Study in India (LASI, 2020) found that 30% of elderly people in urban India 
live alone or with only their spouse, a significant departure from traditional caregiving patterns. 

● Case Study: M.N. Srinivas in his work, “Social Change in Modern India (1966)”,  explored how urbanization and 
Western influences have led to the breakdown of filial obligations, resulting in reduced care for elderly 
parents. 

 
5. Impact on Marriage and Divorce Rates 

● Impact: With urbanization and greater exposure to modern values, attitudes toward marriage have changed. 
Urban areas have witnessed a rise in delayed marriages, inter-caste marriages, and live-in relationships. 
Divorce rates have also risen due to reduced social. 

● Example:  Cities like Mumbai, Delhi, and Bengaluru have reported an increase in divorce rates, especially 
among working professionals. 

● Case Study: A case study on marriage patterns by Patricia Uberoi, noted that urbanization has challenged 
traditional arranged marriage norms, especially in metropolitan cities. 

 
6.  Impact on Child Rearing and Socialization 

● Impact: Urban families often adopt modern parenting techniques that emphasize children’s independence, 
critical thinking, and extracurricular activities. 

● Example: The concept of "helicopter parenting," where parents closely monitor and guide their children’s 
academic and extracurricular activities, has become common in cities like Gurgaon and Pune. 

● Case study: Veena Das, studied the impact of urbanization on children’s socialization and noted that children 
in urban areas experience both cultural integration and cultural alienation due to urban lifestyles. 

 
Urbanization has brought both opportunities and challenges for Indian families. While it has promoted economic 
independence and gender equality, it has also weakened traditional family bonds. There is a need to balance 
traditional values with modern lifestyles, ensuring the positive aspects of urban living. 
 

Section – B 
 
Q.5) a) Critical perspective on avoidance and joking relationships. 
 
Avoidance and joking relationships are well-known anthropological concepts, particularly in the study of kinship 
and social structure. These relationships typically involve prescribed patterns of interaction-either avoidance or 
ritualized joking-between specific categories of relatives or social groups. 
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A.R. Radcliffe-Brown, in his work, "The Andaman Islanders" (1922), argued that these relationships serve to maintain 
social order by enforcing respect or providing a "safety valve" for releasing tension. Claude Levi-Strauss, in "The 
Elementary Structures of Kinship" (1949), emphasized their symbolic importance in maintaining social equilibrium. 
Raymond Firth, in his studies of the Tikopia, viewed them as tools for balancing tensions.  
Avoidance Relationship: Definition and Anthropological Perspectives 

● Definition: An avoidance relationship is characterized by formal behavior, where certain relatives avoid direct 
interaction, communication, or even physical proximity to prevent potential conflicts. This often occurs 
between individuals within specific kinship roles, such as between a son-in-law and mother-in-law or brother 
and sister. 

 
Scholarly perspectives 

● Radcliffe-Brown, in "The Andaman Islanders" (1922), defines avoidance relationships as part of the broader 
social structure that prevents potential tensions in hierarchical or culturally sensitive relationships. He 
argued that such relationships function to maintain social order by enforcing respect and deference. 

● Claude Levi-Strauss emphasised the symbolic aspect of avoidance relationships as mechanisms that uphold 
social norms by regulating emotional and physical proximity. 
 

Case Studies 
● A.R. Radcliffe-Brown’s Study of the Zulu: Among the Zulu people of South Africa, avoidance relationships 

exist between a son-in-law and his mother-in-law. This formal avoidance, which includes avoiding eye 
contact and conversation, helps prevent potential conflicts within the extended family. 

● Tikopia Society (Raymond Firth): In Tikopia, avoidance relationships between certain kin members serve to 
prevent inappropriate behavior and maintain lineage honor 

● Irawati Karve (1953) observed avoidance relationships in Hindu joint families, where daughters-in-law avoid 
direct communication with their fathers-in-law to maintain a formal hierarchy and show deference. 
 

Joking Relationship: Definition and Anthropological Perspectives 
● Definition: A joking relationship is marked by playful, teasing, or humorous interactions between specific 

relatives. Joking relationships reduce social tensions, foster camaraderie, and strengthen social bonds. 
 
Anthropological perspectives 

● A.R. Radcliffe-Brown, in "The Andaman Islanders" (1922), argued that joking relationships serve as a "safety 
valve" by allowing individuals to express tensions playfully, thus avoiding serious conflicts. He described them 
as a balancing mechanism in kinship relations. 

● Claude Levi-Strauss, in "The Elementary Structures of Kinship" (1949), emphasized the symbolic role of joking 
relationships in reinforcing alliances and maintaining harmony in kin groups. 
 

Case Studies 
● Radcliffe-Brown’s Study of the Bantu People: Among the Bantu people, joking relationships exist between 

brothers-in-law and sisters-in-law. These interactions, characterized by teasing and humor, help mitigate 
the tension created by marriage alliances. 

● W.E.H. Stanner’s Study: Among Australian Aboriginal groups, joking relationships occur between individuals 
from specific kinship categories, such as maternal uncles and nephews. This form of regulated teasing fosters 

https://academy.forumias.com/
mailto:admissions@forumias.academy
mailto:helpdesk@forumias.academy


 

ATS 2026 | Anthropology Optional | Test Code: 931201 
Sectional Test #1 - Solutions 

Forum Learning Centre: Delhi - Plot No. 36, 4th Floor (Above Kalyan Jewellers), Pusa Road, Karol Bagh, New Delhi - 110005   | Patna - 2nd floor, AG Palace, E Boring 

Canal Road, Patna, Bihar 800001   | Hyderabad - 1st & 2nd Floor, SM Plaza, RTC X Rd, Indira Park Road, Jawahar Nagar, Hyderabad, Telangana 500020 

9311740400, 9311740900 | https://academy.forumias.com | admissions@forumias.academy | helpdesk@forumias.academy 
 

[24] 

bonds between different generations. 
 

Critical Perspectives on Avoidance and Joking Relationships 
Feminist Critique 

● Feminist anthropologists have critiqued avoidance relationships for perpetuating patriarchal control. For 
example, the avoidance between daughters-in-law and fathers-in-law in many patriarchal societies 
reinforces male authority and the subordination of women. 

● Leela Dube (1997), in her studies of kinship in South Asia, argued that such relationships often reflect and 
reinforce gender inequalities within family and kinship structures. 

 
Power Dynamics in Joking Relationships 

● Some scholars argue that joking relationships, while seemingly egalitarian, may mask underlying power 
dynamics. The ability to joke or tease without repercussions often depends on one’s social status within the 
kin group. 

● Pierre Bourdieu, in his concept of "symbolic power," suggested that humor and teasing can subtly reinforce 
power hierarchies rather than dismantle them. 
 

 Functions of Avoidance and Joking Relationships: Despite these critiques, avoidance and joking relationships 
continue to play important roles in various societies. Their key functions include: 

1. Reducing Tensions: By regulating interactions, these relationships prevent potential conflicts within families 
and kin groups. 

2. Maintaining Hierarchy: Avoidance relationships uphold social hierarchies and respect, while joking 
relationships may allow for temporary reversals of hierarchy. 

3. Strengthening Bonds: Joking relationships foster solidarity and social cohesion through humor and 
playfulness. 

4. Ritual and Symbolic Functions: Both relationships have symbolic meanings that reflect broader cultural 
values, such as respect, honor, and kinship obligations. 

 
Avoidance and joking relationships are critical elements of kinship that help balance tensions and regulate 
interactions. A.R. Radcliffe-Brown’s functionalist analysis emphasized their role in maintaining social order, yet 
critical anthropologists argue that they may also perpetuate existing hierarchies. 
 
b) A.L. Kroeber’s contribution to kinship studies. 
 
A.L. Kroeber expanded the study of kinship by emphasizing its cultural dimensions. Kroeber argued that kinship terms 

reflected broader cultural patterns. In “The Nature of Culture” (1952), he wrote, “Kinship terms are not mere labels; 
they are part of the cultural framework of a society.” 
 
A.L. Kroeber (1876-1960) was a prominent American anthropologist known for his significant contributions to kinship 
studies, particularly his analysis of kinship terminologies. He contributed to broadening the scope of kinship studies 
by linking kinship terminologies to broader cultural and historical processes. However, Kroeber's work has been both 
praised and critiqued for its theoretical limitations. 
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Kroeber’s Major Contributions to Kinship Studies 
●  Emphasis on Cultural Particularism and Critique of Universalism: One of Kroeber’s central contributions 

to kinship studies was his critique of the idea that kinship systems followed universal biological imperatives. 
Kroeber emphasized the importance of cultural diversity in shaping kinship patterns. He argued that kinship 
is as much a product of cultural norms and historical contexts as it is of biological connections. 

● Classification of Kinship Terminologies: Kroeber made significant contributions to the classification of 
kinship terminologies, building on the earlier work of Lewis Henry Morgan. Kroeber’s classification 
emphasized the symbolic, linguistic, and cultural aspects of kinship, rather than reducing kinship to biological 
reproduction. 

● Historical Diffusion and Cultural Patterns in Kinship: Kroeber was also interested in the historical diffusion 
of cultural traits, including kinship practices. For example, Kroeber’s study of kinship terminologies in Native 
American tribes, including the Zuni and the Hopi, highlighted the importance of diffusion and cultural 
borrowing in shaping kinship patterns. 
 

Critical Perspectives on Kroeber’s Work on Kinship: While Kroeber’s contributions to kinship studies were 
significant, his work has also been subject to critique: 

● Lack of Emphasis on Structural Analysis: One major critique of Kroeber’s work on kinship is that he did not 
develop a comprehensive structural theory of kinship. Levi-Strauss, in “The Elementary Structures of Kinship” 
(1949), argued that kinship is not merely a cultural construct but also reflects universal patterns of alliance 
and exchange. 

● Overemphasis on Historical Particularism: Kroeber’s emphasis on historical particularism and cultural 
relativism.  Critics argue that by focusing too much on cultural particularities, Kroeber’s approach overlooked 
the underlying structural principles that organize kinship relations across different societies. 

●  Limited Fieldwork and Empirical Data: Unlike anthropologists such as Bronisław Malinowski,  who 
conducted extensive fieldwork, Kroeber’s kinship studies were primarily based on secondary sources and 
historical analysis. 

● Limited Cross-Cultural Comparisons: Kroeber’s focus on particular cultural contexts, such as Native 
American tribes, led to a rich understanding of kinship terminologies but limited his ability to make broad, 
cross-cultural generalizations.  

●  In “American Kinship: A Cultural Account” (1968),  David Schneider challenged Kroeber’s emphasis on kinship 
terminologies, arguing that kinship is more about symbolic meaning than cultural classifications of relatives. 

●  In “Rethinking Anthropology” (1959), Edmund Leach critiqued Kroeber’s static view of kinship systems, arguing 
that kinship is fluid and linked to power, politics, and social structure, rather than fixed cultural categories. 

 
Influence and Legacy: Despite these critiques, Kroeber’s contributions to kinship studies have had a lasting impact: 

● Linguistic and Symbolic Analysis of Kinship: Kroeber’s emphasis on the linguistic and symbolic aspects of 
kinship influenced later anthropologists, including those who developed cognitive and symbolic approaches 
to kinship. 

● Cultural Relativism: Kroeber’s insistence on the cultural construction of kinship paved the way for later 
anthropologists to move beyond biological determinism and explore the diversity of kinship practices across 
cultures. 

● Historical and Comparative Approach: His focus on historical diffusion and cultural patterns remains 
relevant in understanding how kinship systems evolve. 
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A.L. Kroeber’s contributions to kinship studies marked a shift from biological determinism to cultural analysis, 
emphasizing the historical and social dimensions of kinship terminologies. His work, particularly “The Nature of 
Culture” (1952), remains influential in understanding the cultural construction of kinship.  
 
c) Cultural Relevance of kula. 
 
The Kula exchange, practiced by the Trobriand Islanders, is a ceremonial exchange system that has fascinated due to 
its symbolic, social, and economic significance.  Malinowski, in his seminal work “Argonauts of the Western Pacific” 
(1922), described the Kula as “a vast and complex institution that binds together far-flung island communities in a web 
of mutual obligations and social ties.” 
The Kula Ring is a system of gift exchange that anthropologists have studied since the early 20th century. It involves 
the exchange of highly prized objects, such as shell necklaces and armbands, between groups of people in the 
Trobriand Islands, a group of islands located off the coast of Papua New Guinea. 
Features of Kula: 

 The exchange items are mainly two ceremonial items, Soulava (red shell necklaces) and Mwali (white shell 
armbands). These items are exchanged in a circular motion around the island. Soulava moves clockwise, and 
Mwali moves counterclockwise. 

 Kula exchanges emphasize delayed reciprocity rather than immediate return. 
 The Kula Ring is highly organized and hierarchical. Only a few individuals in each community, typically the 

leaders or those with high social status, are active Kula participants. 
 Exchanges are often ceremonial, involving long sea voyages and the observance of strict customs and taboos. 

Cultural Relevance of Kula 
 The Kula items are not economically useful; they hold symbolic and social value instead. 
 Participation in the Kula brings prestige, reinforces social status, and establishes alliances among individuals 

and groups. 
 The exchange acts as a social bond across islands, enhancing mutual respect, friendship, and trust among 

communities. 
 Ownership of a particular Soulava or Mwali piece connects individuals to ancestral stories and legendary 

exchanges, imbuing the exchange with historical and ritual depth. 
 The system also illustrates the concept of & “gift economies” where the value lies not in the item itself but in 

the relational network that sustains society. 
 
Anthropological interpretations of the Kula - 

 Structural-functionalism: This perspective was dominant in the mid-20th century, and scholars such as 
Bronislaw Malinowski viewed the Kula Ring as a functional system that maintained social cohesion and order 
among the Trobriand Islanders. According to this interpretation, the Kula Ring served as a way for people to 
establish alliances, forge relationships, and maintain peace among the various island communities. 

 Symbolic anthropology: According to symbolic interpretation, the exchange of valuable objects in the Kula 
Ring was a way for people to communicate their status, prestige, and power. The shells and armbands 
exchanged in the Kula Ring were not just material objects, but rather symbols that conveyed important 
cultural messages. 

 Postmodernism: According to this interpretation, the Kula Ring is not just a social, economic, or symbolic 
system, but rather a complex web of relationships and interactions that cannot be easily reduced to any one 
category. 
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Criticism: 
 Marcel Mauss, in his work “The Gift (1925)”, argued that Kula exchanges are not merely social bonds but 

involve obligatory reciprocity and power. 
 Edmund Leach, in his work “Political Systems of Highland Burma (1954)” Suggested that Kula exchanges might 

reflect political motives and power dynamics rather than simply fostering social bonds. 
 Marshall Sahlins, in his work “Stone Age Economics (1972)”, critiqued the idealization of reciprocal altruism 

in Kula, proposing a more nuanced view of motivations. 
The Kula exchange is far more than a system of trade; it is a culturally embedded institution that shapes social 
relationships among the Trobriand Islanders. Malinowski, in “Argonauts of the Western Pacific” (1922), argued that 
the Kula represents a deeper social order. By examining the Kula, we gain insight into the complexity of cultural 
tradition and social hierarchy. 
 
d) Victor Turner & liminality. 
 
Liminality is the quality of ambiguity that occurs in the middle stage of a rite of passage when participants no longer 
hold their pre-ritual status but have not yet begun the transition to the status they will hold when the rite is complete. 
The concept of liminality, developed by Victor Turner, describes a state of transition and ambiguity experienced by 
individuals or groups undergoing ritual transformation. Turner argued that liminality is a betwixt and between phase 
where people exist outside normal social hierarchies. 
Understanding Liminality: Liminality comes from the Latin word limen, meaning "threshold." It represents the 
middle stage of a ritual or transition, where individuals are neither in their previous state nor have they fully entered 
their new status. 
Turner’s Three Stages of Rites of Passage (Based on van Gennep’s Model) 

1. Separation Stage: The individual is removed from their previous status or role in society. 
2. Liminal Stage (Threshold Phase): The individual exists in a state of ambiguity, where normal social structures 

are suspended. 
3. Reincorporation Stage: The individual re-enters society with a new identity, role, or status. 

Victor Turner (1967) stated that "Liminality is a period of ambiguity, of marginal and transitional state, where 
individuals are outside the normal social structures." 
Characteristics of Liminality: During the liminal phase, individuals temporarily lose their previous identity and 
experience transformation. Turner described several key features: 
A. Ambiguity and Disorientation 

● Participants no longer belong to their previous group but have not yet joined the next one. 
● Example: A college graduate who is job hunting is in a liminal state—no longer a student, but not yet a 

professional. 
B. Communitas (Social Unity) 

● Liminality fosters "communitas", a sense of equality and camaraderie among participants. 
● Normal social hierarchies and distinctions are temporarily dissolved. 
● Example: Military boot camp recruits experience communitas, as they undergo a collective transformation 

before becoming soldiers. 
C. Transformation and Rebirth 

● The liminal phase allows individuals to develop new identities, skills, and perspectives. 
● It is a space for learning, self-reflection, and personal or collective reinvention. 
● Example: Pilgrimages, where travelers leave behind their regular lives and return spiritually renewed. 
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D. Rituals and Symbols 
● Symbols and ritual actions define the liminal stage, guiding individuals through transformation. 
● Example: In tribal initiation ceremonies, boys undergo symbolic death (isolation) and rebirth (acceptance into 

adulthood). 
Application:   

● Turner's concept of liminality applies beyond anthropology, such as psychology, social studies,  performance 
studies, etc.   

Criticism:   
● Agnes Horvath (2013) criticises the concept of "liminoid" given by Turner. Turner attributed a rather 

univocally positive connotation to liminal situations as ways of renewal,l when liminal situations can also be 
periods of uncertainty, anguish, or even existential fear. 

 Contemporary relevance:   
● Globalization & Migration: Immigrants live in a liminal state between cultures. 
● Technology & Social Media: Online spaces create liminal zones where identity is fluid (e.g., virtual 

communities). 
● COVID-19 Pandemic: Societies faced a liminal phase between pre-pandemic norms and new realities 
●  Turner's idea of liminality has been used to analyse various modern issues such as crisis passages, war, natural 

disasters, cross-cultural adoption, climate change and spirituality, social collapse and reconstruction, gender, 
and communities in conflict, etc.   

 
Conclusion:  Victor Turner’s concept of liminality explained the transformative power of rituals and the important 
role they play in maintaining and changing social structures in contemporary times.  
 
e) Glottochronology. 
 
Glottochronology is a mathematical approach to estimating the time when languages diverged from a common 
ancestor.  It is based on the rate of lexical replacement—the gradual change in a language’s core vocabulary over time. 
As Morris Swadesh in his work “1952, Lexicostatistical Dating of Prehistoric Ethnic Contacts” stated that "Basic 
vocabulary changes at a roughly constant rate, offering a means to date linguistic divergence." 
The method was first developed by Morris Swadesh in the 1950s. In his work “1952, Lexicostatistical Dating of 
Prehistoric Ethnic Contacts”, he hypothesized that languages replace a certain proportion of their core vocabulary at 
a constant rate, allowing linguists to estimate when two languages split from a common ancestor. 
 
Key Principles of Glottochronology: Glottochronology is based on three main assumptions: 
(i) Constant Rate of Lexical Change 

● Swadesh proposed that basic vocabulary (words for fundamental concepts like body parts, natural elements, 
and pronouns) changes at a fixed rate over time. 

● He estimated that languages retain about 86% of their core vocabulary over 1,000 years, meaning a 14% lexical 
replacement rate per millennium. 
 

(ii) Universal Core Vocabulary 
● A list of basic words (known as the Swadesh List) is used to compare different languages. 
● These words are less likely to be borrowed from other languages and reflect deep linguistic relationships. 
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(iii) The Formula for Language Divergence 
● Swadesh developed a mathematical formula to estimate the time of separation between two languages: 

T=log⁡ C/ 2log r 
Where: 

● T = time (in millennia) since the languages split, 
● C = percentage of shared cognates, 
● r = retention rate of words (usually assumed to be 86% per millennium). 

This formula assumes that words decay at a predictable rate, similar to radioactive decay in physics. 
 
The Swadesh List: Core Vocabulary for Glottochronology: Morris Swadesh compiled lists of basic vocabulary words 
that are assumed to be culturally independent and universally stable. 
A typical Swadesh List (100-word version) includes: 

● Pronouns: I, you, we 
● Body parts: eye, hand, mouth 
● Natural elements: water, fire, sun 
● Animals: dog, fish, bird 
● Basic verbs: eat, drink, sleep 

 
These words are then compared across languages to identify cognates (words with a common ancestral origin). As 
Morris Swadesh suggested that "Basic vocabulary offers the most reliable means of tracing linguistic descent and 
divergence." 
 
Applications of Glottochronology: Glottochronology has been applied in various linguistic and anthropological 
studies, including: 
(i) Tracing Language Families 

● Used to estimate when Indo-European, Sino-Tibetan, and Austronesian languages split. 
● Example: English and German share about 60% cognates, suggesting they diverged around 1,500–2,000 years 

ago. 
 

(ii) Dating Proto-Languages 
● Helps determine the approximate age of reconstructed proto-languages, such as Proto-Indo-European or 

Proto-Bantu. 
● Example: Studies estimate the Proto-Indo-European split around 4,500–6,000 years ago. 

 
(iii) Understanding Prehistoric Migrations 

● Provides insights into human migration and cultural contact by linking language divergence with 
archaeological data. 

● Example: The spread of Austronesian languages from Taiwan to the Pacific Islands aligns with migration 
patterns. 
 

(iv) Contact and Borrowing Analysis 
● Helps distinguish true genetic relationships from cases of language contact and borrowing. 
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 Criticism and Limitations of Glottochronology 
(i) Questionable Assumption of a Constant Rate 

● Many linguists argue that languages do not change at a uniform rate due to social, historical, and cultural 
factors. 

● Some languages replace words faster or slower depending on external influences (e.g., colonization, isolation). 
As Donald Ringe suggested that "Language change is not a clockwork process; external factors like migration, conquest, 
and contact accelerate or slow down lexical replacement." 
 
(ii) Problem of Loanwords 

● Borrowing from other languages complicates glottochronological calculations. 
● Example: English has borrowed many words from Latin and French, making cognate identification 

challenging. 
 

(iii) Over-Simplification of Language Change 
● Language change is influenced by phonological shifts, grammatical restructuring, and semantic shifts, not just 

lexical replacement. 
● Some linguists prefer phylogenetic linguistics (borrowed from evolutionary biology) as a more accurate 

model. 
 

(iv) Difficulty in Identifying True Cognates 
● Some words may look similar by coincidence (false cognates), while true cognates may undergo significant 

phonetic changes. 
● Example: The English word "mother" and the Sanskrit word "mātṛ" are cognates, but phonetic changes make 

identification complex. 
 

 Contemporary Alternatives and Developments: While glottochronology has declined in popularity, newer 
approaches have refined or replaced it: 
(i) Computational Linguistics and Bayesian Models 

● Phylogenetic methods borrowed from evolutionary biology (Bayesian analysis) now estimate language 
divergence more accurately. 

● Example: Gray and Atkinson (2003) used Bayesian statistics to estimate the Indo-European language family's 
age at around 7,800–9,800 years. 
 

(ii) Historical Linguistics and Reconstruction 
● Linguists now use comparative methods and linguistic reconstruction, rather than relying solely on Swadesh’s 

formula. 
 

(iii) Improved Cognate Identification 
● Advances in machine learning and AI help distinguish true cognates from accidental similarities. 

 
Despite its limitations, glottochronology played a key role in the development of historical linguistics and language 
classification. Although newer computational techniques have replaced its rigid mathematical assumptions. As Lyle 
Campbell and William Poser in their work “2008, Language Classification: History and Method” stated that 
"Glottochronology may be outdated, but its goal of quantifying language change remains central to linguistic science." 
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Q.6) a) Describe various methods of qualitative data analysis. Highlight some popular computer software used in 
qualitative analysis.  
 
Qualitative data analysis (QDA) lies at the heart of anthropological inquiry, as it transforms field notes, interviews, 
and observations into coherent ethnographic insights. As Bronisław Malinowski, in Argonauts of the Western Pacific 
(1922), emphasized: 
“The final goal... is to grasp the native’s point of view, his relation to life, to realize his vision of his world.” 
Methods of Qualitative Data Analysis 
1. Thematic Analysis: Thematic analysis is a foundational method that identifies, analyzes, and reports recurring 
patterns or themes within data. 
Steps: 

● Familiarization: Reading transcripts or field notes multiple times. 
● Generating codes: Assigning labels to meaningful units of data. 
● Searching for themes: Grouping similar codes to form themes. 
● Reviewing themes: Ensuring themes accurately represent the data. 
● Defining and naming themes. 
● Writing the report. 

 
Example: 

● Studying marriage rituals among the Nuer, identifying themes such as exchange, kinship roles, and symbolism. 
 
2. Grounded Theory: An inductive approach where the theory is developed from the data itself, rather than testing 
pre-existing hypotheses. 
 
Key Elements: 

● Open Coding (initial tagging) 
● Axial Coding (relating codes to each other) 
● Selective Coding (identifying a central phenomenon) 
● Constant Comparison (comparing data segments continuously) 

 
Example: 

● Developing a theory on how leadership emerges in stateless societies through observing social behavior and 
interactions. 

 
3. Content Analysis: A method that involves categorizing verbal or behavioral data to classify, summarize, and tabulate 
information. 
Types: 

● Conventional: Codes emerge from data. 
● Directed: Guided by existing theory. 
● Summative: Focus on word frequency and meaning. 

Example: 
● Analyzing political speeches in tribal councils for recurring terms like unity, tradition, and authority. 

4. Narrative Analysis: Focuses on how people use stories to make sense of their experiences and cultural worldviews. 
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Key Aspects: 
● Plot 
● Characters 
● Structure of the story 
● Emotional tone 

Example: 
● Analyzing life histories of tribal women to understand gender roles and social mobility. Ideal for oral histories, 

life stories, and migration narratives. 
 
5 Phenomenological Analysis:Aims to understand how individuals experience a phenomenon, focusing on 
consciousness, emotions, and meaning-making. 
Steps: 

● Collect personal experiences (interviews, narratives) 
● Identify significant statements 
● Cluster into meaning units 
● Create composite descriptions 

 
Example: 

● Understanding a shaman’s subjective experience of trance and healing. 
 
6. Ethnographic Analysis: Used in participant observation and long-term fieldwork to interpret symbols, practices, 
and beliefs of a culture. 
Process: 

● Detailed description 
● Cultural interpretation 
● Linking local symbols to wider social structures 

 
Example: 

● Analyzing symbolism in the potlatch ceremony among Northwest Coast tribes. 
 
7. Case Study Method: In-depth analysis of a single case (individual, group, community) in its real-life context. 
Use: 

● Used to understand the complexity and uniqueness of a specific situation. 
 
Example: 

● A detailed case study of the Mundurucu tribe's gendered division of labor. 
 

Popular computer software used in qualitative analysis 
1. Data collection and fieldwork: 

● NVivo: It is a qualitative data analysis software that helps to discover richer insights from  qualitative data, 
organising interview transcripts, and field notes 

● Dedoose: It is a web-based platform that supports researchers and evaluators in managing, coding, and 
analyzing qualitative and quantitative data. 
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● SurveyMonkey: It is a popular software that lets you create surveys and distribute them with ease, with 
analytics features. 

2. Data Analysis: 
● SPSS:  It is used for data analysis by researchers in social science, including anthropology. 
● ArcGIS: It is a powerful and versatile application for creating, managing, and sharing geographic information.  

It is useful for archaeological surveys and spatial analysis in cultural anthropology., 
3. Audio and Video analysis: 

● ELAN: A tool for transcribing audio and video recordings, particularly helpful for linguistic anthropology. 
4. 3D Modelling 

● Agisoft Metashape: software to visualize 3D data. Measure distances, and areas, generating 3D spatial data, 
etc. It is useful for archaeological documentation and analysis. 

5. Bibliographic 
● EndNote: It is used to manage bibliographies and references when writing reports and articles. 

6. Project Management 
● Asana: It is a project management tool that helps teams organize, track, and manage their work. 

7. Textual Analysis 
● MAXQDA: It is a software program designed for computer-assisted qualitative and mixed methods data, text 

and multimedia analysis in academic and scientific institutions 
8. Virtual Ethnography: 

● Unity: It is a platform for creating  3D, 2D, VR, and AR experiences, useful for virtual ethnographic research. 
 
Qualitative data analysis allows anthropologists to move from field-level chaos to theoretical clarity. Whether through 
thematic analysis or narrative structuring, QDA ensures that cultural meaning emerges from lived experience. Tools 
like NVivo and MAXQDA act not as replacements for human insight, but as companions. 
 
b) Explain how variations in language usage are related to social inequality. 
 
Language is not just a tool for communication; it is also a symbol of power, identity, and social status. Differences in 
language use, such as dialects, accents, and vocabulary, often reflect and reinforce existing social inequalities. As 
Pierre Bourdieu noted that "Linguistic competence is not merely a technical skill; it is a form of social capital that 
determines access to power and resources." 
Social status and language : 
1. Class difference:  

● Clifford Geertz, in his study of the Javanese, highlights that as we move from peasant to aristocrat level, i.e. 
from lower to higher class, the speech has become more homogenous and aligned to the standard version of 
the language. 

Example:  
● ‘Now 'word used as Sirai ( rough use by the poor), Sarnira ( Used by the middle class) and Saranira (Used by 

the upper class) 
 
2. Social aspiration:  

● William labov has shown that social aspirations influence speech patterns. If people from one social class want 
to move to the upper social strata, they try to imbibe the language of the upper class. 
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Example:  
● Sanskritisation and Westernisation in India (M.N. Srinivas). 

 
3. Social Language codes: Bernstein gave the following social codes system to classify speech patterns for different 
social classes- 

● Restricted code: Allows for strong bonds and unity among group members. They need not be explicit about 
the meaning of each sentence. The focus is on ‘We’. This is mostly used by the working class. 

● Elaborated code: Members achieve their identity largely based on individual disposition and temperament. 
The emphasis is on “I”. This is mostly used by the middle and upper classes 

4. Gender differences: 
●  Different genders use language differently. Lubov has pointed out that men use aggressive language while 

conversing. Deborah Tannen believes that these are due to cultural differences between boys and girls 
Example:  

● In Japan, Women add a polite “O” as a prefix–Man can call water “Mizo”, women call it “ O Mizo”. 
5. Age community:  

● There are age sets of people who use language similarly  
Example: 

●  Doctor, Engineer, teacher, etc. 
6. Status Relationship:  

● A good example includes how one addresses the other. The reciprocal/non-reciprocal use of first names/ 
titles in speech reflects the differences in status between the speaker and receiver. 

7. Language and education:  
● Access to education and literacy can be influenced by linguistic factors. Children who speak minority or non-

standard languages may face difficulties in accessing quality education, as schools often use the dominant 
language as the medium of instruction, and teaching materials may not be available in their mother tongue. 
This can lead to lower educational attainment and perpetuate social inequality for these children. For 
example, the 2014-15 NSSO survey on education highlighted disparities in learning outcomes based on language 
proficiency 

 
Conclusion: 
The connection between language and social inequality is deeply embedded in power structures. Standardized forms 
of language are often privileged, while non-standard dialects are stigmatized. This linguistic discrimination can 
reinforce existing social hierarchies. As William Labov stated that "Linguistic differences are not merely a matter of 
pronunciation or grammar; they reflect social structures and the unequal distribution of power." 
 
c) Discuss the contemporary challenges in fieldwork methods in anthropological research. 
 
Contemporary anthropological fieldwork is marked by methodological complexities arising from globalization, digital 
communication, and ethical dilemmas.  As Malinowski noted in “Argonauts of the Western Pacific”, "The final goal of 
fieldwork is to grasp the native's point of view, his relation to life, to realize his vision of his world". Today, achieving 
this vision faces challenges due to socio-political, technological, and institutional constraints. 

● L.H. Morgan conducted the first fieldwork in his study on Iroquois Indians. Later, Franz Boas conducted 
fieldwork among the British Columbians. In 1914, Malinowski, with his study on Trobriand islanders, perfected 
the methods of participant observation, thus laying the foundation of modern-day fieldwork 
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Methodology:  
● The fieldworkers must spend a significant amount of time in the field, at least one to three years. They must 

establish close contact with the subjects by communicating in their language, thereby creating a high degree 
of intimacy and recording their natural behaviours. 

Contemporary Challenges in Fieldwork Methods 
1. Ethical and Moral Concerns 

● Informed Consent and Representation: Modern anthropologists are bound by ethical guidelines ensuring 
informed consent, confidentiality, and fair representation of their subjects. With increasing awareness of 
power dynamics, there’s concern over who gets to speak for whom. For example, Research with indigenous 
communities now often requires collaborative methodologies that respect community ownership of data. As 
Nancy Scheper-Hughes noted, "Anthropologists can no longer be the invisible, omnipotent observers; we are 
also part of the stories we tell." 

2. Access and Gatekeeping 
● Restricted Field Sites: In politically volatile or militarized zones, field access is restricted or surveilled. 

Researchers may be perceived as outsiders, spies, or threats, particularly in authoritarian regimes. For 
example, conducting ethnography in conflict zones like Xinjiang (China) poses immense risks and limitations. 

3. Digital and Virtual Fieldwork 
● Changing Nature of Communities: The rise of digital communities and online spaces (e.g., social media groups, 

online forums) requires anthropologists to rethink traditional definitions of “field”. As Tom Boellstorff, in 
“Coming of Age in Second Life (2008), emphasized that virtual worlds are legitimate cultural spaces deserving 
ethnographic attention. 

4. Reflexivity and Positionality 
● Researcher’s Identity Matters: Contemporary anthropology emphasizes the reflexive turn—the recognition 

that the researcher’s background, race, gender, and nationality influence field interactions and 
interpretations. Maintaining objectivity becomes more complex when researchers are aware of their 
positionality and potential bias. As  James Clifford, in “Writing Culture”, critiques ethnographies as “partial 
truths”—constructed narratives rather than objective accounts. 

5. Language Barriers and Cultural Nuances 
● Even with translators, nuances, idioms, humor, and emotion can be lost. Mastering a language takes time, and 

in short-term fieldwork, depth may be compromised.  Outsiders may misinterpret symbols, gestures, or local 
terminologies, especially in deeply symbolic or ritualistic societies. 

6. Time and Funding Constraints 
● Modern researchers face shorter fieldwork durations due to academic pressures, funding limitations, or 

institutional requirements, unlike classical anthropologists who spent years in the field. As a result, 
ethnographic richness and depth may be compromised. For example,  Malinowski spent years in the 
Trobriand Islands; today, most researchers get grants for a few months. 

7. Crisis Situations and the Pandemic Effect 
● The COVID-19 pandemic forced a shift to remote ethnography and highlighted vulnerabilities in traditional 

fieldwork methods. As a result,  Anthropologists had to adapt quickly to Zoom interviews, virtual observations, 
and digital tools, raising concerns about authenticity and embodied understanding. 

8. Ethical Data Ownership and Collaborative Research 
● Who owns the data collected during fieldwork? Contemporary anthropology emphasizes collaboration, where 

local communities co-create knowledge rather than being passive subjects. It becomes challenging to 
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negotiate authorship, intellectual property, and benefit-sharing is now an ethical imperative. As  Lila Abu-
Lughod (1991) advocated for “writing against culture” to avoid reifying and essentializing the “other.” 

 
 Conclusion: Contemporary anthropologists must adapt their fieldwork strategies to address technological, political, 
and ethical changes without sacrificing ethnographic depth. The field is now hybrid—both digital and physical—and 
methods must evolve accordingly. Embracing these shifts is not just a methodological need but an ethical 
responsibility to the cultures anthropologists engage with. 
 
Q.7) a) How does Lévi-Strauss look at the Tsimshian myth of Asdiwal? Critically discuss Lévi-Strauss; theory of 
structuralism in the light of his study of mythologies. 
 
. Levi Strauss, in his work “The Story of Asdiwal (1958)”, analyzed the Tsimshian myth of Asdiwal, using structuralist 
methods to uncover its deeper logical and social oppositions. He believed that myths, like language, are structured 
through binary oppositions, such as nature vs. culture, life vs. death, and male vs. female. 
 
The Myth of Asdiwal: A Structuralist Analysis 
The myth follows the journey of Asdiwal, a supernatural hero born in a celestial world who travels between different 
realms—the sky, the land, and the sea—while facing challenges related to marriage, warfare, and survival. 

● He is born to a celestial woman but raised on Earth. 
● He embarks on adventurous journeys, navigating different realms of existence. 
● His actions reflect social and cosmological structures, such as kinship and territorial division. 
● His tale ends in tragedy, with his failure to integrate into the earthly world, symbolising the unresolvable 

tensions between different oppositional forces. 
 
Key Binary Oppositions in the Myth 

Opposition Examples in the Myth Structuralist Interpretation 

Nature vs. Culture Asdiwal moves between wild landscapes and 
human societies. 

Reflects human struggle to balance natural 
instincts with social norms. 

West vs East Asdiwal’s mother is from the west, his father 
from the east. 

Represents a fundamental division in social 
organization. 

Material vs. Spiritual Asdiwal experiences earthly conflicts but also 
supernatural encounters. 

Symbolizes the human search for meaning 
beyond the physical world 

Men vs Women  Reflects gendered roles and tensions in 
Tsimshian society. 

 
Through this structural breakdown, Levi-Strauss explains that myths are not just narratives but cognitive tools that 
help societies organize their understanding of the world. 
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Levi-Strauss’ Structuralism: Key Concepts 
● Myths as a Universal Language: Myths, like language, have underlying structures that can be analyzed 

systematically. Different cultures may have different stories, but they share similar structural patterns. 
● Binary Oppositions: Human thinking is structured around oppositional pairs (e.g., life vs. death, raw vs. 

cooked, nature vs. culture). These opposites create meaning and structure human myths, rituals, and social 
practices. 

● Transformation and Mediation: Myths often work by resolving contradictions (e.g., Asdiwal’s journey bridges 
the gap between nature and culture). Myths evolve by modifying their oppositions while keeping their core 
structures intact. 

 
Key Principles of Structuralism in Mythology 

● Myths express fundamental human concerns: The myth of Asdiwal is not just a story but an abstract model 
of human problems. 

● Myths have underlying structures shared across cultures: The opposition between sky, land, and sea 
appears in many other myths worldwide. 

● Myths function to mediate contradictions: Myths help societies deal with cultural and existential dilemmas, 
even if they do not resolve them. 

● Structural analysis reveals deeper meanings: By breaking myths into structural elements, Lévi-Strauss 
uncovered patterns of social organization and belief systems. 

 
Strengths of Levi-Strauss' Structuralism 

●  Cross-cultural applicability: Structuralism explains similarities between myths across societies. 
● Deep cognitive insights: Highlights unconscious structures shaping human thought. 
● Systematic methodology: Provides a scientific approach to myth interpretation. 

 
Critiques and Limitations: 

●  Marshall Sahlins argued that Levi-Strauss’s approach overlooked historical changes in myths and their real-
world social functions. 

● Clifford Geertz: He believed that Lévi-Strauss ignored the symbolic and performative aspects of myths, 
which are actively shaped by human societies. 

●  Overemphasis on structure:  Critics argue that historical context and individual creativity are downplayed. 
●  Static view of culture: Structuralism assumes fixed mental structures, ignoring how myths change over time. 
●  Eurocentric bias:  Some scholars argue that applying Western linguistic models to non-Western myths is 

problematic. 
 
Conclusion 1. Lévi-Strauss’ study of Asdiwal highlighted the role of myth in mediating human contradictions. His 
approach has been critiqued for overlooking historical and performative aspects of myth.  As he stated, “Myths think 
themselves in human minds without humans realizing it.” His structuralist approach continues to shape how myths 
are interpreted across cultures. 
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b) Discuss the approaches of Leslie White, Julian Steward and Marshall Sahlins in the light of cultural evolution. 
 
Theories of cultural evolution have evolved significantly from the deterministic models of the 19th century to more 
nuanced perspectives developed in the 20th century. Leslie White, Julian Steward, and Marshall Sahlins each offered 
unique explanations for how and why cultures change over time. As Leslie White argued that "Culture is a 
thermodynamic system in which energy is transformed to meet human needs." 
 
1. Leslie White: Neo-Evolutionism and Energy Theory 

● Leslie White (1900–1975) revived evolutionary anthropology in the mid-20th century with his neo-evolutionist 
framework. He argued that culture is fundamentally driven by energy and technology, proposing that 
societies evolve as they harness and control more energy. His key formula for cultural development was: 

 
C=E×TC = E \times TC=E×T 
Where: 

● C = Culture 
● E = Energy captured per capita per year 
● T = Efficiency of energy utilization 

 
Key Tenets of White’s Theory: 

● Technological Determinism: White believed that technology drives cultural change, and all other cultural 
elements (such as social organization and ideology) adapt accordingly. 

● Energy Use as a Measure of Progress: He classified societies based on their energy sources: human labor 
(simple societies), domesticated animals, fossil fuels, and nuclear power. 

● Unilinear Evolution Revisited: Unlike classical evolutionists like Morgan, White proposed a general 
evolutionary model rather than a rigid sequence of cultural stages. 

 
Criticism of White’s Approach: 

● Critics argue that White overemphasized technology and neglected human agency, ideology, and historical 
contingencies. 
 

● His theory struggles to explain why cultures with similar technologies develop differently due to social or 
historical factors. 
 

Leslie White suggested that "Culture advances as the amount of energy harnessed per capita per year increases, provided 
the efficiency of the means of controlling energy increases." 
 
2. Julian Steward: Cultural Ecology and Multilinear Evolution 

● Julian Steward (1902–1972) introduced the concept of cultural ecology, arguing that cultures develop in 
response to their environmental conditions. Unlike White, who emphasized energy, Steward focused on how 
societies adapt to their surroundings. 

 
Basic Tenets of Steward’s Theory: 

● Cultural Ecology: He explored how culture interacts with the environment, shaping technology, social 
structure, and subsistence strategies. 
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● Multilinear Evolution: Instead of assuming a single evolutionary trajectory, Steward proposed that different 
societies evolve along different paths depending on environmental challenges. 

● Core vs. Secondary Culture: He differentiated between the "cultural core" (economic and technological 
factors crucial for survival) and secondary traits (ideological and artistic expressions that vary across 
cultures). 
 

Criticism of Steward’s Approach: 
● Some critics argue that Steward’s model, while more flexible than White’s, still underplays the role of historical 

and political forces in cultural change. 
 

● His environmental determinism has been challenged, as cultures do not always evolve in direct response to 
their ecological surroundings. 
 

Julian Steward (1955, Theory of Culture Change) argued that "Cultures do not follow a single, predetermined 
evolutionary path but rather take multiple directions based on their environmental and historical contexts." 
 
3. Marshall Sahlins: General vs. Specific Evolution 
Marshall Sahlins (1930–2021) expanded on both White’s and Steward’s ideas, proposing two types of cultural evolution: 

● General Evolution: Similar to White’s perspective, this refers to broad, long-term patterns of cultural 
progress (e.g., increased social complexity, technological advancements). 

● Specific Evolution: Closer to Steward’s approach, this focuses on how individual cultures evolve uniquely in 
response to their environment and historical events. 

 
Tenets of Sahlins’ Theory: 

● Integration of Evolutionary Models: He attempted to balance technological, ecological, and historical factors 
in explaining cultural evolution. 

● Historical Particularism & Evolution: Sahlins recognized the importance of history and agency in shaping 
specific cultural developments. 

● Critique of Economic Determinism: He critiqued theories that viewed humans purely as rational economic 
beings, emphasizing that culture influences human choices beyond economic necessity. 

 
Criticism of Sahlins’ Approach: 

● While Sahlins provided a more holistic view of cultural evolution, critics argue that his dual framework lacks 
clear methodological precision. 

● Some scholars believe that his distinction between general and specific evolution remains too abstract for 
practical application. 

Marshall Sahlins noted that "Cultural change is not merely a mechanical response to external conditions; it is mediated 
by human agency and historical factors." 
Conclusion: White, Steward, and Sahlins each contributed uniquely to revitalizing cultural evolution, moving beyond 
the rigid unilinear models of earlier anthropologists. Their ideas remain influential in contemporary anthropology, 
particularly in environmental anthropology, political economy, and globalization studies.  
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c) Critically evaluate Lewis Morgan’s classification of the family. 
 
L.H. Morgan, in His work, “Particularly in Ancient Society (1877”) and "Systems of Consanguinity and Affinity of the 
Human Family (1871)” provides a comprehensive scheme to describe the evolution of human societies, focusing on 
the evolution of marriage, family, and socio-political organization. 
According to Morgan family can be classified into the following types 
1. Consanguine Family: It was based on marriage between brothers and sisters. It led to the Malayan system of 
consanguinity 
2.  Punaluan Family: It was based on a marriage of sisters with each other's husbands in a group and brothers with 
each other's wives in a group. It led to the Turanian and Garwowian system of consanguinity. 
The above two systems were found in the savagery stage of human cultural evolution. 
3. Syndyasmian (Pairing) Family: It was based on the marriage of pairs without any exclusive cohabitation with each 
other. It did not lead to any form of consanguinity. Morgan observed examples of this type of family among some 
Native American tribes. 
4. Patriarchal Family: It was based on the marriage of one man with more than one woman, who were separated from 
each other. For example, Ancient Hebrews, etc. 
5. Monogamous Family: It was based on a marriage of single pairs with exclusive cohabitation. It is present in 
civilization 
 
Contributions and Strengths of Morgan’s Theory 
1. Pioneered Kinship Studies: Morgan was one of the first scholars to systematically study kinship terminologies 
across cultures. 
2. Evolutionary Approach to Family: His theory provided a framework for understanding how family structures 
changed over time. 
3. Influence on Later Thinkers: His work influenced scholars such as Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels, particularly in 
their theories of family and property. 
4. Cross-Cultural Comparison: He analyzed family structures among the Iroquois and other societies, showing 
diversity in kinship systems. 
 
Criticism of Morgan’s Classification by Anthropologists 

● E.B. Tylor also believed in unilinear evolution but disagreed with Morgan's rigid sequence of family evolution. 
He believed that even early societies had forms of marriage that were more complex than what Morgan 
suggested.  

● Unilinear Evolutionism is Oversimplified: Malinowski rejected Morgan’s unilinear model, arguing that 
marriage, family, and socio-political systems could not be understood purely through evolutionary stages. 

● D.N. Majumdar said that Promiscuity was the rule in primitive societies rather than the evolution of marriage 
● Westemark said that monogamy is not the most rewarded form of marriage. He further added that the 

present form is not the evolution of marriage but rather borrowed from animals 
● G.P. Murdock criticised the L.H. Morgan evolutionary scheme of a family as well as his contention that the 

mother-sib bond led to the family. According to him, a family came into being with the jealousy of men and 
the concepts of private property 
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Conclusion: Morgan’s theory laid the groundwork for future kinship studies, yet its simplistic and deterministic 
nature has been widely challenged. His classification fails to account for cultural variability and historical 
contingencies. Modern anthropology recognizes multiple family structures that do not fit into a single 
evolutionary scheme. 
 

Q.8) a) Discuss historical particularism as a critical development of the classical evolutionism. 
 
The debate between classical evolutionism and historical particularism marks a significant shift in anthropological 
thought. Classical evolutionists like Lewis Henry Morgan argued that all societies progress through fixed evolutionary 
stages, whereas historical particularists like Franz Boas rejected this universal model. Boas famously stated, “The 
history of a civilization is its own and cannot be understood by forced comparisons.” 
 
Drawbacks of the Evolutionary School of Thought 

● Unilinear Evolution: Evolutionary anthropologists, like Lewis Henry Morgan and Edward Tylor, believed in a 
unilinear progression of cultures from "savagery" to "civilization." This model suggested that all societies pass 
through the same stages of development, which implied a universal pattern of cultural evolution. 

● Ethnocentric Approach: The unilinear model was ethnocentric, often placing Western societies at the 
"civilized" end of the spectrum. Non-Western societies were viewed as "primitive", leading to biased 
interpretations. 

● Lack of Empirical Evidence: Evolutionary anthropologists relied heavily on second-hand data, missionary 
accounts, and travellers’ narratives, which often lacked rigour and depth. They used these sources to 
construct broad generalizations about cultural development. 

● Overemphasis on Comparison: The evolutionary approach emphasized comparative studies of cultures to 
deduce universal laws, often neglecting the unique context and history of individual societies. 

●  Individual Cultural History: Evolutionary models tend to generalize cultural traits across societies, 
neglecting the individual histories that shape each culture. 

● Racial Determinism: Early evolutionary anthropologists sometimes linked cultural evolution to racial 
characteristics, suggesting that certain races were inherently more advanced than others. 

 
Emergence of Historical Particularism as a reaction to classical evolutionism 

● Rejection of Unilinear Models: Historical particularism rejected the notion that all societies develop along 
the same evolutionary trajectory. Instead, Franz Boas emphasized the role of diffusion, historical events, and 
environmental factors in shaping the unique development of each culture. 

● Cultural Relativism: Boas introduced the concept of cultural relativism, arguing that each culture should be 
understood based on its own historical and environmental context rather than judged against others. This 
idea countered the ethnocentric bias of the evolutionary school. 

● Focus on Empirical Research: Boas emphasized the importance of extensive fieldwork and empirical 
research. He argued for the necessity of collecting detailed data about specific cultures through direct 
observation and participation, leading to a more grounded understanding of cultural practices. 

● Rejection of Universal Laws: Boas and his followers argued against the idea of universal cultural laws. They 
believed that cultures develop independently and are shaped by their unique historical trajectories, 
environmental factors, and internal dynamics. 

https://academy.forumias.com/
mailto:admissions@forumias.academy
mailto:helpdesk@forumias.academy


 

ATS 2026 | Anthropology Optional | Test Code: 931201 
Sectional Test #1 - Solutions 

Forum Learning Centre: Delhi - Plot No. 36, 4th Floor (Above Kalyan Jewellers), Pusa Road, Karol Bagh, New Delhi - 110005   | Patna - 2nd floor, AG Palace, E Boring 

Canal Road, Patna, Bihar 800001   | Hyderabad - 1st & 2nd Floor, SM Plaza, RTC X Rd, Indira Park Road, Jawahar Nagar, Hyderabad, Telangana 500020 

9311740400, 9311740900 | https://academy.forumias.com | admissions@forumias.academy | helpdesk@forumias.academy 
 

[42] 

●  Individual Cultural History: Boas's work highlighted the importance of historical context in understanding 
cultural development, emphasizing that no culture can be fully understood without considering its historical 
background. 

●  Rejection of Racial Determinism: Boas, a strong critic of racial determinism, argued that cultural differences 
were not reflections of biological differences. He demonstrated that cultural traits could arise in any 
population, emphasizing the role of social and historical factors rather than racial backgrounds. 

 
Influence of Historical Particularism on Anthropology: 

● Historical particularism shifted anthropology's focus from speculative theorizing to detailed, empirical 
research. 

●  It laid the groundwork for the development of cultural anthropology 
● Boas trained a generation of influential anthropologists, such as Ruth Benedict and Margaret Mead, who 

further expanded on the importance of fieldwork and cultural relativism. 
● Historical Particularists contributed significantly to documenting and preserving the traditions, languages, 

and customs of many Indigenous communities 
 

Conclusion: Historical Particularism emerged to address the flaws of the Evolutionary School's rigid, universal 
cultural theories. It emphasized understanding each culture’s unique history, promoting fieldwork, cultural 
relativism, and rejecting ethnocentric views, thus providing a more accurate approach to studying societies. 
 
b) Critically explain the notion of deconstruction in the light of the postmodern works of Jacques Derrida. 
 
Jacques Derrida’s notion of deconstruction challenges traditional ideas of stable meaning, proposing instead that 
meaning is always deferred and in flux. In his work “Of Grammatology (1967), Derrida asserts, “There is nothing outside 
of the text,” highlighting how our understanding of reality is shaped by language. 
 
Understanding Deconstruction and Its Key Concepts:  

● Derrida introduced deconstruction as a critique of logocentrism, the idea that language can fully and 
transparently represent reality or truth. His major works, such as Of Grammatology (1967), Writing and 
Difference (1967), and Dissemination (1972), emphasize the following 

 
1. Challenging Binary Oppositions: 

● Deconstructionism critiques binary oppositions (e.g., nature/culture) that often underpin anthropological 
thought, encouraging a more nuanced understanding of cultural differences. 

● Impact: Anthropologists began to explore the complexities of identity and cultural representation beyond 
simplistic categories. 

2. Emphasizing Contextuality and Relativity: 
● Highlights that meanings are contextual and not fixed, encouraging anthropologists to consider local 

interpretations. 
● Case Study: James Clifford explored the concept of "travelling cultures," illustrating how cultural meanings 

shift depending on context and audience in his work, Routes. 
3. Critique of Representation: 

● Questions the neutrality of cultural representations, emphasizing power dynamics in ethnographic 
narratives. 
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● Impact: This led to a critical examination of ethnographic narratives, prompting anthropologists to reflect on 
their positionality in research. 

4. Intertextuality and Cultural Meaning: 
● Derrida’s notion of intertextuality suggests that texts and cultural artefacts derive meaning from their 

relationships with other texts. 
● Impact: Anthropologists began to analyze how cultural meanings are constructed through intertextual 

relationships. 
5. Influence on Postcolonial Studies: 

● Deconstructionism laid the groundwork for postcolonial anthropologists, examining how colonial narratives 
have shaped cultural identities. 

● Impact: Anthropologists increasingly engage with postcolonial theory, exploring the effects of colonialism on 
indigenous cultures. 

6. Critical Reflexivity: 
● Deconstruction encourages anthropologists to question their assumptions. 
● Impact: This has led to a greater emphasis on reflexivity in anthropological research, prompting scholars to 

critically assess their methodologies. 
 
Deconstruction in Practice 

● Textual Analysis: Deconstruction involves a close reading of texts to uncover the inherent contradictions and 
tensions within them. It shows how texts undermine their claims to coherence.  For example, in his analysis 
of Rousseau’s writings, Derrida demonstrated how Rousseau’s distinction between nature and culture is 
unstable and self-contradictory. 

●  Reversal and Displacement: Deconstruction often involves reversing the hierarchical oppositions within a 
text and displacing the privileged term to reveal the dependence of the dominant term on the subordinate 
one. This process highlights the interdependence and mutual constitution of binary oppositions, challenging 
their apparent naturalness. 

 
Criticisms: 

● Relativism and Nihilism:  Critics argue that deconstruction leads to radical relativism or even nihilism, as it 
undermines the possibility of stable meaning. If all texts can be endlessly deconstructed, does this not make 
interpretation meaningless? 

● Obscurity and Ambiguity:  Derrida’s writing style is often dense and difficult, leading some to accuse 
deconstruction of being deliberately obscure. This has made it a target for critics who argue that it lacks clear 
methodological principles. 

● Geertz argued that Derrida's emphasis on language and textuality might lead to an oversimplification of 
cultural meanings 

●  Douglas critiqued Derrida's approach for potentially leading to relativism. 
● Schneider argued that deconstruction could obscure the social realities that inform cultural practices 

 
Conclusion: Derrida’s deconstruction explores how language functions not only as a medium of communication 
but as a tool of power in constructing meaning. He argues that language itself is inherently unstable and subject 
to constant reinterpretation. In anthropology, this perspective forces a revaluation of how cultural meaning is 
transmitted and interpreted. 
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c) Critically discuss the controversies related to the fieldwork of Bronislaw Malinowski and Margaret Mead. 
 
Bronislaw Malinowski and Margaret Mead pioneered participant observation, yet their works have sparked 
controversy regarding bias and cultural misinterpretation. Malinowski’s private diaries revealed ethnocentric views, 
while Mead’s conclusions on Samoan adolescence were later challenged by Derek Freeman. These controversies 
highlight the limitations of fieldwork objectivity. 
Controversies Related to the Fieldwork of Bronislaw Malinowski 
1. Cultural Bias and Western Lens 

● Malinowski’s View: He interpreted the kula exchange system as a form of economic transaction driven by 
utilitarian principles, similar to Western notions of trade and value. 

● Criticism: Malinowski’s interpretation of the Trobriand Islanders was seen as rooted in Western cultural 
frameworks.  E. Evans-Pritchard criticized Malinowski for simplifying and misunderstanding indigenous 
social practices by applying Western frameworks, overlooking the complex social relationships involved in 
kula. 

● Example: His analysis of the kula exchange system was criticized for imposing Western economic principles 
(e.g., the concept of "value" in gift-giving) onto a non-Western society. 

● Implication: This reflects the issue of cultural bias, where the researcher interprets a foreign culture through 
their own cultural lens, distorting the authenticity of the findings. 
 

2. Ethical Concerns: Personal Relationships 
● Malinowski’s Behavior: His diaries revealed personal relationships with Trobriand women, some of which 

were sexual. These relationships were seen as compromising his objectivity and neutrality. 
● Criticism: Malinowski’s relationships with women in the Trobriands raised ethical concerns about 

exploitation and objectivity. George E. Marcus emphasized the need for ethical boundaries in fieldwork and 
highlighted how Malinowski’s emotional and sexual entanglements undermined the academic rigor of his 
work. 

● Example: Diaries and letters revealed that Malinowski formed intimate, sometimes exploitative relationships 
with indigenous women 

● Implication: These personal entanglements likely compromised the neutrality of his research, calling into 
question whether he could maintain an objective perspective. 
 

3. Overgeneralization and Misinterpretation 
● Malinowski’s Conclusion: He portrayed Trobriand Islanders as having a highly permissive sexual culture, free 

from the repression seen in Western societies. 
● Criticism: G. H. Mead argued that Malinowski's narrow focus on specific practices led him to overlook the 

broader social, political, and familial contexts of the Trobriand Islanders, leading to an incomplete 
representation of their culture. 

● Example: His views on Trobriand sexuality and social structures were criticized for being reductionist and 
ignoring cultural complexities. 

● Implication: The risk of overgeneralizing based on limited observations leads to misleading conclusions that 
do not fully capture the nuances of the culture. 
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Controversies Related to the Fieldwork of Margaret Mead 
1. Questioning Methodology and Findings 

● Mead’s Conclusion: She argued that Samoan adolescents experienced a much freer, less stressful adolescence 
compared to American adolescents, suggesting that culture, not biology, shaped behaviors. 

● Criticism: Derek Freeman challenged Mead’s findings, claiming that Samoan society was more structured and 
controlled than Mead had portrayed. Freeman argued that Mead had been misled by her informants  

● Example: Freeman argued that Mead’s portrayal of Samoan adolescence as sexually liberated was inaccurate, 
claiming that she had been misled by her informants or had selectively interpreted data. 

● Implication: The validity of her findings has been questioned, with some arguing that Mead’s romanticized 
view of non-Western societies was influenced by her own theoretical biases rather than objective 
observations. 
 

2. Ethical Concerns and Influence on the Samoan Community 
● Mead’s Approach: Critics argue that Mead’s presence in Samoa may have altered the behavior of the 

adolescents she studied, as her Western expectations and the role of an outsider observer could have 
influenced their responses. 

● Criticism: Mead’s fieldwork has been criticized for failing to account for the power dynamics in Samoan 
society and her influence on the community. 

● Example: Critics argue that Mead’s presence may have altered the behaviors she studied, leading to biased or 
inaccurate observations. 

● Implication: This raises ethical questions about the role of the anthropologist in shaping the society being 
studied and the impact of their research on the community. 
 

3. The Impact of Romanticization and Cultural Stereotypes 
● Mead’s Portrayal: Mead depicted Samoan adolescence as an emotionally carefree and sexually liberated 

period, which contrasted with the more repressed adolescence in Western societies. 
● Criticism: Sherry Ortner criticized Mead’s oversimplified interpretation of Samoan adolescence, suggesting 

that she overlooked how gender roles and social hierarchies shaped the experiences of Samoan youth. 
● Example: Her portrayal of Samoan adolescence has been critiqued for simplifying and idealizing the culture 

without addressing its complexities and hierarchies. 
● Implication: This can perpetuate stereotypes about “primitive” societies and mislead the public about the 

realities of the culture being studied. 
 
Comparative Critique: Malinowski vs. Mead 
1. Ethnographic Objectivity and Cultural Bias 

● Both: Both scholars were criticized for imposing their own cultural biases on the societies they studied. 
● Malinowski: His Western economic framework influenced his interpretation of the kula exchange system. 
● Mead: Her romanticized view of Samoan culture was influenced by her own theoretical perspectives. 

 
2. Methodological Issues 

● Both: Their methodologies have been questioned for being selective and incomplete. 
● Malinowski: He was criticized for focusing narrowly on specific aspects of Trobriand culture without 

considering the broader social context. 
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● Mead: Her fieldwork was criticized for a lack of rigorous data collection and selective informant testimony. 
 
3. Ethical Concerns 

● Both: Raised ethical questions regarding the impact of their presence on the cultures they studied. 
● Malinowski: Accused of exploiting indigenous women and becoming emotionally entangled in his research. 
● Mead: Criticized for not fully considering the effects of her research on the Samoan community and for 

possibly influencing the behaviors she studied. 
 
Both Malinowski's and Mead’s fieldwork illustrates the complexities and ethical challenges of conducting 
anthropological research. Their controversies highlight the need for anthropologists to engage critically with their 
methods and be mindful of the cultural, ethical, and personal biases that can shape their findings. 
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